What Makes A Door Bind When The Foundation Shifts

A sticking door is often the first sign that a home has moved a little, and in North Texas, that movement is
common enough that many homeowners recognize the pattern before they can explain it. The door does not
usually fail all at once. It starts rubbing the latch side, catching at the top corner, or needing a shoulder shove to

close.

Even a small amount of differential movement can throw off a door. The jamb may lean, the latch may no longer
meet the strike plate cleanly, or the slab under one side of the opening may settle more than the other. The

result is the same, a door that worked fine last season now drags, scrapes, or pops open on its own.

It helps to separate foundation-related sticking from ordinary wear. A swollen wood door, loose hinges, a failing
weatherstrip, or a shifted strike plate can all cause the same symptom. The key difference is whether the problem
seems isolated to one door or appears alongside other signs of movement, like diagonal wall cracks, trim gaps,

or doors elsewhere in the house beginning to act up.

Signs The Frame Has Moved Instead Of The Door Itself

The first thing to look at is where the door rubs. If it catches at the top latch corner, the frame may have twisted.
If it drags at the bottom latch side, the opening may have settled unevenly. If the latch no longer lines up with

the strike plate, the door may be telling you the frame has moved out of square.
There are a few common signs that the cause reaches beyond the door hardware:

* Diagonal cracks near door or window corners

e (Casing that no longer sits tight against the drywall

* Baseboards with new gaps at the floor

e Several doors in one part of the home acting up at once

* Windows that have begun to bind or misalign too

One stubborn door can be a nuisance. A pattern across the house is different. When several openings start

changing at once, the odds increase that the foundation is driving the problem.

An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

Simple Repairs That Sometimes Help

Small corrections are worth trying first, especially if the door is only slightly off. Many sticking doors respond to a
hinge tune-up, strike plate alignment, or a light plane on the edge of the slab. Those fixes do not solve

foundation movement, but they can make daily use easier while the root cause is evaluated.

Sometimes the problem is not the frame at all. Fresh or swollen weatherstripping can make a door feel as though
the house has shifted more than it really has. If the latch works better when the seal is removed or compressed

by hand, the door may need adjustment rather than structural repair.

It is easy to make a sticking door worse with a quick fix. Removing too much from the edge, forcing the hinges,
or moving the strike plate without understanding the opening can create new problems. When foundation
movement is part of the picture, precision matters.



When A Sticking Door Means You Need Foundation Repair

In homes across North Texas, people often start with the door because that is the part they can see. That makes
sense. But if the frame is only showing you what the foundation has window replacement Coppell TX already

done, the lasting fix starts beneath the flooring, not at the hinge.

In some cases, the answer is preventive. Better drainage, controlled watering, and soil management may slow
future movement. In others, repairs are needed to lift or stabilize part of the foundation. Either way, the earlier

you identify the pattern, the less likely you are to keep chasing door adjustments that do not last.

Keep a record if the issue comes and goes. Note dry spells, heavy rain, and any change in the door's behavior.
That history can be surprisingly useful when someone is trying to tell whether the problem is humidity, hardware,

or movement in the foundation.


https://pastelink.net/ofirj600

