
If you are working out a budget for horse feed, the first question is usually simple: how much does horse feed
cost? The answer depends on the feed type, your horse’s workload, the amount of forage in the diet, and the
feeding goal you are aiming for, whether that is maintenance, weight gain, or better energy levels.

A practical monthly expense can vary a great deal, because a horse that lives mainly on hay and needs only a
small ration will cost far less to feed than a horse in harder work that also needs extra calories, protein, and
targeted supplements. This guide explains the main price factors, common feed types, and practical ways to
calculate your feed cost without overspending.

What drives horse feed cost?
Horse feed cost is shaped by more than the name on the bag. The primary factors are the components, the
recipe, the brand, and how much your horse actually needs each day. A feed designed for competition horses
may be more expensive than a simple conditioning mix because it contains a richer nutrient profile and is made
for a different workload.

Horse feed companies also diverge in how they market their products. Certain companies prioritize on premium
ingredients, digestive support, and targeted diets, while others sell budget-friendly basics. Package size, delivery
costs, and whether the feed is sold as a specialized item or an regular staple can all alter the price per bag.

The horse feed types you select also matter. A horse that mainly eats good-quality forage may only need a feed
balancer or a small hard feed, while one other horse might need a complete feed or a mix of feed nuts and
muesli. The more specific the diet, the more probable the cost will rise.

A complete horse feed is often useful because it is designed to deliver a wide spread of essential nutrients in
one product. That can make planning expenses easier, even if the upfront price seems more expensive, because
you may not need as many additional feeds or additives.

Other cost drivers include:

Quantity provided per day

Serving size and meal frequency

Access of local or seasonal ingredients

Whether the ration includes hay, haylage, or both

Any extra need for supplements, electrolytes, or balancers

Changes in workload, body condition, and condition score

In real terms, the best approach to think about cost is by looking at the entire diet rather than one bag of feed. A
less expensive feed can turn out expensive if the horse needs a substantial amount of it, while a costlier product
can offer better overall value if it delivers more usable nutrition in a reduced daily ration.

Average horse feed rates by feed category
Typical horse feed cost varies with whether you are buying a plain fibre feed, a conditioning mix, or a complete
product. A bag of feed is only part of the picture, so it helps to think in terms of bag price and how long that bag
will last.

A complete horse feed typically lands in the middle to upper end of the price range because it is designed to be
nutritionally balanced on its own. That can make it easier to manage the diet, especially when your horse has



specific nutritional needs or a sensitive digestive system.

Different types of horse feed usually fit into these broad categories:

Fibre feeds and low-energy chaffs: often used to bulk out a ration

Oats and simple cereals: usually more affordable, but not always suitable for every horse

Muesli feeds: often tasty and available in many performance or conditioning versions

Nuts or cubes: a convenient option for routine feeding and easy measuring

Balancer feeds: compact nutrition in a smaller daily amount

Brand choice also affects price. For example, Spillers horse feed is well known in the market and offers a wide
range of products, from complete feeds to balancers and specialist rations. Like other established horse feed
companies, it may offer different price points depending on the product line, the nutrient profile, and the
intended use.

While prices change, the real cost should be measured against how much you feed per day. A bag that costs
more but lasts longer may end up being cheaper per week than a lower-priced bag that disappears quickly.

Tip: compare feeds by the daily cost of the full ration, not just by the sticker price on the bag.

Types of horse feed and what they cost
There are numerous types of horse feed, and each one has a different purpose. The cheapest feed is not always
the right choice, especially if you need to support muscle, topline, or weight gain. The ideal choice depends on
your horse’s diet, nutritional needs, and current condition score.

A practical way to think about it is this: forage first, then choose the hard feed only if the horse needs extra
nutrition. A forage-first approach means the base of the diet comes from hay or haylage, with hard feed added
only as needed.

Forage-based feeding

Forage is the base of almost every horse diet. Good-quality hay or haylage delivers fibre for digestive health and
helps keep the feeding routine stable. For many horses, forage makes up most of the ration, which can lower the
amount of hard feed needed and keep the monthly cost lower.

If the horse holds condition well, you may only need a balancer or a small fibre-based feed. That means less
spend on concentrates and a simpler feeding schedule.

Oats

Oats are a classic cereal choice and are often used as part of a basic mix or as a single ingredient for horses that
tolerate them well. They can be economical, but they are not a one-size-fits-all solution. Their energy profile may
suit some horses in work, while others need a more balanced feed with added vitamins, minerals, and protein.

Muesli feeds

Muesli feeds are popular because they are often highly palatable and easy to feed. They can be helpful for fussy
horses or those that need encouragement to eat. The cost varies depending on the ingredients, with higher-fibre
or performance versions usually priced above basic varieties.

Nuts and cubes



Nuts and cubes are practical and often straightforward to measure. They work well for owners who want
consistency and a simple ration. Their value depends on how nutrient-dense they are and whether you still need
additional feed or supplements to meet the horse’s needs.

Balancers

A concentrated balancer is a concentrated feed that provides vitamins, minerals, and amino acids in a modest
serving. For horses on a forage-based diet, this can be an practical way to boost nutrition without adding too
many extra calories. It may seem expensive per bag, but the daily amount is usually small, which can make it cost-
effective.

Horse feed mix recipe

A straightforward mix recipe might blend oats, a fibre source, and a balancer. This can work for owners who
want control over ingredients, but it requires attention. You need to understand balances, feeding rules, and how
each ingredient contributes to the horse’s overall nutrition.

Horse feed advice uk often emphasises that DIY mixing should only be done if you are sure in the horse’s
requirements. A poorly balanced mix can create gaps in energy, fibre, protein, or micronutrients.

How to calculate your per-month horse feed cost
To calculate your horse feed cost each month, start with the ration, then work backwards from bag price and
serving size. A horse feed calculator uk tool can help, but you can also do the maths yourself.

Below is a useful approach:

List everything in the diet: forage, hard feed, balancer, and any supplements

Review the bag size and recommended daily serving

Calculate how long one bag lasts at your chosen ration

Multiply the weekly cost by four or 4.3 for a quick monthly figure

A horse feeding chart is handy at this stage because it helps match feed quantity to bodyweight, workload, and
purpose. Feeding charts are not exact prescriptions, but they are a strong starting point when planning a budget.

Sample budgeting logic:

A horse at maintenance may only need forage plus a balancer

A horse in light work may need a small hard feed in addition to forage

A horse in harder work may need more calories, protein, and a larger ration

Remember that costs change if the horse’s energy levels, body condition, or workload change. If the horse loses
weight or starts doing more work, changes to the diet may increase the monthly spend.

The most reliable budget is the one that reflects real feeding, not just the label recommendation. A lower-cost
feed can still increase the monthly bill if the horse needs more of it to stay in condition.

Horse feeding rules all owners should follow
Smart horse feeding rules protect both digestive health and your budget. They also serve to help keep the
ration steady, which is important because sudden changes can disrupt the digestive system and affect



performance.

The 10 rules of feeding horses are not an here official legal list, but they are a practical way to structure daily
care:

Feed plenty of forage first

Make any diet change gradually

Match the feed to workload and condition

Do not give too much hard feed

Divide bigger rations into smaller meals

Make sure water is always available

Adjust the ration for season and exercise levels

Use the right feed for the horse’s age and condition

Check the feeding schedule regularly

Monitor condition score and behaviour

A horse feeding chart is useful here too, because it shows whether your current ration matches the horse’s
current needs. If the horse gains weight too easily, you may need to reduce calories. If it drops condition, you
may need to increase fibre, protein, or overall intake.

Horse feed advice uk often highlights slow changes and clear observation. If your horse has a dull coat, poor
topline, or inconsistent energy, reassess the diet rather than immediately adding more feed. Sometimes the
answer is extra forage, a better balancer, or a different feed texture rather than a larger ration.

Horse feed for beginners: what to buy first
horse feed for beginners needs to be straightforward, practical, and easy to measure. If you are just starting out
with feeding, start with the basics rather than building a detailed ration straight away. When forage is good, a
horse may just need a complete horse feed or balancer, depending on workload and body condition.

Begin with the following essentials:

A solid forage option such as hay or haylage

An uncomplicated complete horse feed if additional nutrition is necessary

A feed balancer if the horse does well on forage but needs micronutrient support

Have access to horse feed advice uk from a qualified specialist if you are unsure

Many beginners choose the cheapest bag on the shelf, but a better approach is to look at nutritional fit. The ideal
starter feed usually supports digestive health, is easy to portion, and matches the horse’s present workload rather
than future ambitions.

Horse feed companies often label products by purpose, such as leisure, conditioning, performance, or low-
calorie. Read those labels carefully. A complete feed can simplify feeding because it reduces the need for
guesswork, which is especially useful when you are still learning how to build a ration.

Working with a horse feed calculator tool and feed chart
A horse feed calculator uk tool can make budgeting and ration planning much easier. It is ideal for comparing
different feeds, calculating the amount needed, and seeing the impact of changes in workload or condition.
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To achieve accurate results, enter accurate details about the horse, including bodyweight, current condition score,
workload, and whether the horse is mainly on forage. Then compare the output with a horse feeding chart so
you can double-check the numbers against practical feeding guidance.

The best calculators and charts help you assess:

Overall daily ration

Meal schedule and meal spacing

Energy required for the current workload

Whether the horse needs more fibre or more concentrated energy

What adjustments are needed if condition changes

This is also where horse feeding rules matter. A calculator is only as good as the data you enter. If you
underestimate hay intake or ignore exercise, the budget will be off. If you overestimate hard feed needs, you may
overspend without improving the diet.

When used correctly, a calculator can make your monthly cost more predictable and help you choose between a
complete feed, a balancer, or a DIY ration.

Ways to compare horse feed companies and brands
There are many horse feed companies to choose from, and comparing them goes beyond the headline price.
The key is to compare ingredients, feeding rate, and how well the product suits your horse’s diet.

Some brands, including Spillers horse feed, offer a wide product range. That can be useful because it lets you
move within the same brand family as your horse’s needs change. For example, you might start with a basic
complete feed and later switch to a conditioning option or a balancer without changing the broader feeding
approach.

When comparing brands, look at:

Value for each bag

Recommended daily intake

Composition and feed density

If the product is a complete horse feed or needs additions

Palatability and how readily the horse eats it

Suitability for maintenance, light work, or performance

A feed that looks low-cost may have a modest bag price but need a bigger serving size. Another product may
cost more per bag but be more dense, so the true horse feed cost is less over time. This is why comparing only
the bag label can be deceptive.

Why a horse feed mix recipe makes sense
A horse feed mix recipe can make sense when you want control over ingredients, need to fine-tune the ration
closely, or are feeding a horse with a specific and predictable set of nutritional needs. This approach is most
useful when you understand the basics of types of horse feed and how each component contributes to the diet.

For example, a DIY mix may be right if you want to combine:

Oats for simple energy



A fibre source for digestive health

A balancer to cover vitamins, minerals, and amino acids

However, a homemade mix should always respect horse feeding rules. You need to avoid lopsided cereal-heavy
rations and make sure the horse still receives enough forage. The main goal is to support the horse’s nutritional
needs without creating gaps in fibre, protein, or micronutrients.

Horse feed advice uk generally recommends care with DIY feeding unless you have a strong understanding of
equine nutrition. The upside is adaptability; the downside is that mistakes can be expensive, both financially and
for the horse’s health.

A mix recipe works best when it is part of a carefully planned feeding schedule and reviewed regularly alongside
the horse’s body condition and workload.

Frequently asked questions about horse feed pricing and rations

How much does horse feed cost per month?

The cost each month depends on the feed ration, roughage intake, activity level, and type of feed. A horse on
mostly forage with a small balancer will usually have a significantly lower feed bill than a horse needing a more
substantial hard-feed ration. To estimate it accurately, rely on a horse feed calculator uk tool or calculate the
budget from the advised portion size and bag price.

What’s the cheapest way to feed a horse?

The cheapest option is often a forage-based ration built around good-quality hay or haylage, with just the
smallest hard feed needed to meet the horse’s nutritional needs. For some horses, that may mean no added
cereal feed at all, only a feed balancer or a simple fibre-based ration. The important thing is to keep the diet
appropriate, not merely cheap.

Is complete horse feed better than mixing feeds yourself?

A full horse feed is often better for newcomers because it is more straightforward and more consistent. DIY
mixing can work effectively, but only if the recipe is thoroughly balanced and follows solid horse feeding rules. If
you are in doubt, a complete feed from a trusted brand may offer greater value and reduced risk of nutritional
gaps.
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How should I use a horse feed calculator UK tool?

Provide the horse’s bodyweight, workload, current diet, and feeding goal. After that match the results with a
horse feeding chart and see whether the ration matches the current condition score. The calculator should
allow you to estimate the monthly cost and decide whether you need more fibre, calories, protein, or a different
feed type.

If I am a beginner, what should I feed my horse?



If you are beginning to feed, lead off with forage and then add a simple complete horse feed or balancer if
needed. Select products from established horse feed companies, follow horse feed advice uk, and maintain the
ration straightforward. A beginner-friendly approach is more manageable to manage, more supportive for
digestive health, and usually more predictable for budget planning.


