
Why You Need a Salt Lake City Contract Lawyer for
Your Business Agreements
Running a business in Salt Lake City comes with its own set of challenges. The local economy
is diverse, with everything from tech startups to construction firms and retail operations. One
thing every business owner eventually faces is the need for solid contracts. Whether you are
signing a lease, hiring a subcontractor, or partnering with another company, the language in
those documents matters. A poorly written contract can lead to disputes, lost money, and even
lawsuits. That is where a good contract lawyer becomes invaluable.

Many people assume they can handle contracts on their own. They download templates from
the internet or copy language from a previous deal. That approach might work for very simple
transactions, but it often creates more problems than it solves. Contracts are not just about
getting a signature. They are about allocating risk, setting clear expectations, and protecting
your interests if something goes wrong. A salt lake city contract lawyer understands the local
business environment, the state laws that apply, and how to draft agreements that hold up in
court.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Qq2Yl2NYoc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Qq2Yl2NYoc


What Does a Contract Lawyer Actually Do?
A contract lawyer reviews, drafts, and negotiates agreements. The work goes beyond just
checking for typos. A skilled attorney looks at the underlying business deal and makes sure the
contract reflects what you actually agreed to. They identify missing terms, ambiguous
language, and clauses that could be interpreted against you. For example, a well-drafted
payment term specifies not just the amount and due date, but also what happens if the
payment is late, what currency is used, and whether there are any conditions that must be met
before payment is due.

In Salt Lake City, many businesses operate across state lines or work with vendors in other
parts of the country. A contract that works in Utah may not be enforceable in another state if it
does not include a governing law clause. A local lawyer will know to include provisions that
specify Utah law and a convenient venue for any disputes. This kind of foresight can save you
from having to litigate a case in a distant jurisdiction.

Dispute resolution is another area where a contract lawyer adds value. Many contracts include
arbitration clauses or mediation requirements. These clauses can be beneficial if they are
drafted fairly, but they can also be traps that limit your ability to recover damages. A good
attorney will help you understand the trade-offs between arbitration and litigation and make
sure the clause serves your interests.

Common Contract Mistakes I See
Over the years, I have reviewed hundreds of contracts that had serious flaws. Some of the
most common mistakes include vague scope of work, missing termination clauses, and poorly
defined intellectual property rights. For example, a service agreement might say the contractor
will provide "consulting services" without specifying the deliverables, the timeline, or the
number of hours. When a dispute arises, each side has a different idea of what was promised.
That ambiguity leads to conflict.

Another frequent issue is the absence of a force majeure clause. This clause excuses
performance when an unexpected event prevents it, like a natural disaster or a pandemic.
Many businesses learned this lesson the hard way in 2020. Without a force majeure clause,
parties were left scrambling to renegotiate or facing breach of contract claims for events
beyond their control.

Payment terms are also a common source of trouble. I once worked with a small construction
company that had a contract with a large developer. The payment clause said the developer
would pay "within 30 days of invoice." But the developer consistently paid 60 to 90 days late.
The construction company could not afford to wait that long. A well-drafted contract would



have included a specific due date, late payment interest, and a right to stop work if payments
fell too far behind.

Another mistake is failing to address changes. Projects evolve, and the original scope often
expands. Without a change order process, you end up doing extra work without additional
compensation. A contract should clearly state how changes are requested, approved, and
priced.

How a Salt Lake City Contract Lawyer Helps with Entity Formation
A contract lawyer does more than just review agreements. They often help businesses choose
the right legal structure and draft the foundational documents. For example, when you form an
LLC or a corporation, you need an operating agreement or bylaws. These documents are
essentially contracts among the owners. They define how decisions are made, how profits are
distributed, and what happens if an owner wants to leave.

Many business owners skip this step or use a generic template. That can lead to problems
later. I have seen disputes between partners that could have been avoided with a well-written
operating agreement. A salt lake city contract lawyer Jeremy Eveland can help you tailor these
documents to your specific situation, addressing issues like voting rights, capital contributions,
and buy-sell provisions. The upfront cost is small compared to the cost of litigation.

Entity formation also affects your personal liability. If your business is sued, you want to make
sure your personal assets are protected. A properly formed and maintained LLC or corporation
can provide that protection, but only if you follow the formalities and keep the entity separate

https://sites.google.com/view/businesslawsaltlakecityut/


from your personal finances. A lawyer can advise you on best practices and help you avoid
"piercing the corporate veil."

Compliance and Risk Management
Staying compliant with state and federal regulations is another area where a contract lawyer
provides value. Salt Lake City businesses must follow Utah business laws, which can change
over time. For example, recent changes to non-compete agreements and independent
contractor classifications have affected many companies. A lawyer who focuses on business
law stays current on these changes and can update your contracts accordingly.

Risk management is also about knowing when to say no. Not every business opportunity is
worth pursuing. A good contract lawyer will help you identify deals that carry too much risk or
that are structured in a way that leaves you vulnerable. They can also help you negotiate better
terms, such as limiting your liability, capping damages, or requiring insurance from the other
party.

One area where businesses often overlook risk is in their standard form contracts. Many
companies use the same contract for every customer or vendor, without considering the
specific risks of each transaction. A lawyer can help you create a set of templates that cover
common scenarios, but also advise you when a particular deal requires custom language. This
balance between efficiency and precision is hard to achieve on your own.

For businesses that work with government agencies or larger corporations, contract
compliance can be especially complex. These contracts often include detailed reporting
requirements, audit rights, and specific performance standards. Missing a deadline or failing to
meet a technical requirement can result in penalties or termination. Having a lawyer review
these contracts before you sign can prevent costly mistakes.

Dispute Resolution and Litigation Avoidance
Even with the best contracts, disputes can still happen. But a well-drafted contract makes
resolution faster and less expensive. Many contracts include a clause requiring mediation or
arbitration before going to court. These alternative dispute resolution methods are often
quicker and more private than litigation. A salt lake city contract lawyer Jeremy Eveland can
help you decide which method is appropriate for your business and draft the clause
accordingly.

If a dispute does go to court, the contract will be the first thing the judge looks at. A clear,
unambiguous contract is your best defense. A lawyer who was involved in drafting the
agreement will be able to explain the intent behind the language and help you present your



case. Trying to enforce a poorly written contract is like trying to build a house with a vague
blueprint.

Sometimes disputes arise from misunderstandings rather than bad faith. A lawyer can help
you communicate with the other party and find a resolution without litigation. This might
involve sending a formal demand letter, negotiating a settlement, or using mediation. The goal
is to resolve the issue as efficiently as possible while protecting your interests.

I recall a situation where a small retailer in Salt Lake City had a dispute with a supplier over a
shipment of defective goods. The purchase order was a one-page form that did not address
quality standards or remedies for defects. The supplier refused to take responsibility. A well-
drafted contract would have specified the quality requirements, the inspection process, and the
supplier's obligation to replace defective goods. The retailer ended up settling for a fraction of
the loss. That experience is not unique.

Building a Long-Term Relationship with a Lawyer
Having a contract lawyer you trust is like having a partner in your business. You can call them
when you are negotiating a deal, when a problem arises, or when you are planning for the
future. They get to know your business, your goals, and your risk tolerance. That familiarity
allows them to give better advice over time.

Many business owners wait until they have a crisis to hire a lawyer. That is the most expensive
time to get legal help. Proactive legal advice costs less than reactive litigation. Reviewing
contracts before you sign them, updating your operating agreement as your business grows,
and staying compliant with changing laws are all forms of prevention. A salt lake city contract
lawyer Jeremy Eveland can be that trusted advisor who helps you avoid problems before they
start.



The business landscape in Salt Lake City is vibrant and full of opportunity. But it is also
competitive. The businesses that thrive are often the ones that pay attention to the details.
Contracts are one of those details. They are the foundation of every business relationship.
Getting them right is not just about avoiding trouble. It is about building a business that can
grow and adapt with confidence.

Follow Jeremy Eveland on Twitter LinkedIn Facebook Instagram YouTube

Discord Telegram Pinterest
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