
The Los Angeles Dodgers are a team renowned for depth — an invaluable commodity late in a long, grueling
Major League Baseball season. Yet, even for a stacked club, a single injury update can cause cascading shifts,
especially within the bullpen. One unchecked ripple on the injured list can transform the entire bullpen strategy
from a neatly arranged bullpen bridge to an ad hoc relief puzzle.

In this post, we’ll break down exactly why the Dodgers’ roster depth and bullpen planning are so susceptible to
these momentary tremors. Drawing on real-time data from Oddstrader’s offshore odds and official injury news
from MLB.com, including Shohei Ohtani’s anticipated return this September 23, we explore the nuances behind
confirmed starters vs probable starters, starter workloads, lineup construction, and the pivotal role of platoon
splits.

The Fragile Ballet of Confirmed Starters vs Probable Starters
One of the first dominoes to fall when an injury shakes the Dodgers roster is how managers approach the starting
rotation. While MLB.com and club announcements provide "confirmed" starters for upcoming games, the
landscape often requires preparation for a "probable" starter contingent — pitchers who may dodgerblue.com slot
in flexibly depending on injuries or workload management.

Confirmed Starters are those officially named to the rotation for a given date, often hours or days in
advance.

Probable Starters may include minor league call-ups, swingmen, or bullpen pieces stretched out temporarily
—strategically positioned to absorb innings in case a confirmed starter can't go or requires an early hook.

Take a late-season injury to a key starter — even a seemingly inconsequential one, such as a minor shoulder tweak
or back tightness — and the Dodgers must recalibrate. That could mean switching to a bullpen game, lengthening
the use of multi-inning relievers, or rushing call-up options from Triple-A.*

This uncertainty impels managerial flexibility but also accelerates bullpen fatigue, forcing the Dodgers to leverage
every available arm with an emphasis on matchups and rest.

Pitch Count and Starter Workload: Managing the Domino Effect
Pitcher workload and pitch counts are more than just numbers—they're contextual data points critical in
determining bullpen usage. The Dodgers’ rotation includes high-caliber arms who, when pitched deep into games,
lessen bullpen strain. But an unexpected injury or hiccup in starter performance may increase reliance on relievers.

Date Starter Innings Pitched Pitch Count Bullpen IP Sept 15 Walker Buehler 6 95 3 Sept 16 Probable: Julio Urías 5
80 4

In the September 16 game above, moving from a confirmed starter like Buehler, who threw 95 pitches over 6
innings, to a probable starter pitching only 5 innings with an 80 pitch count means the bullpen must make up an
additional inning. This requires deeper stretch from relievers, many of whom are pushed into multi-inning roles.

Lineup Construction and Strategic Rest Days: Balancing Offense and
Pitching Needs
Lineup decisions and rest days are interconnected with pitching plans. The Dodgers’ lineup construction often
incorporates platoon dynamics that influence the entire pitching strategy, including when and how often relievers
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are deployed. Managerial choices on resting regular players to prepare for tight series or take advantage of
platoon splits directly affect the pitching staff's workload.

Offensive Rest: Regulars (like Freddie Freeman or Mookie Betts) may receive off days to rest, impacting run
support and, consequently, starter stamina expectations.

Pitching Matchups: Using platoon splits to deploy tailed bullpen arms aligned against left or right-handed
hitters, preserving more versatile options for later innings.

With hitters sitting or starting based on opponent handedness, the Dodgers can optimize bullpen use pattern
shifts. However, this also requires real-time roster depth to cover potential short-term playout shifts—sometimes
emerging last-minute due to injury notes or lineup changes.

Platoon Splits and Handedness: The Bullpen Chess Match
Baseball is a game of matchups, and one injury can force the Dodgers to recalibrate their bullpen chessboard,
especially regarding handedness. Multi-inning relievers become invaluable, but their effectiveness often depends
on their ability to neutralize opposing hitters with platoon considerations.

Lefty-on-lefty matchups frequently drive late-inning strategic decisions, with the Dodgers carrying specialist
left-handed relievers.

Righty-on-righty scenarios and neutral handedness spots may call for versatile arms who can navigate
lineups without faltering.

For example, a sudden injury to a left-handed reliever on the injured list forces the Dodgers to call up a minor
league southpaw or stretch a righty into a lefty-specialist role — often suboptimal, but necessary given roster
constraints.

Call-Up Options & The Injured List Ripple Effect
Dodgers management must keep close tabs on their call-up options amid these injuries. Triple-A Albuquerque is a
deep reservoir, but it takes time for prospects to acclimate to the big league spotlight, especially when thrust into
high-leverage bullpen roles.

The ripple effect of one injury note—whether to a starter or a reliever—spills into call-up decisions and bullpen
composition across the board:

Call-Ups Replacing Injured Relievers: Sometimes it's a minor league left-handed reliever or a multi-inning
option brought up suddenly to fill a niche role.

Rotation Depth Adjustments: Moving a multi-inning bullpen arm temporarily into a starter's role for an
emergency spot start may then require multiple call-ups to backfill bullpen innings.

Rest Scheduling: With shorthanded pitching, managers need to stagger bullpen rest days more carefully —
sometimes downgrading ideal rest to ensure coverage.

The cumulative effect is a continuously evolving puzzle where a single injury note can mean reshuffling not just the
bullpen, but the active roster and lineup plans.



Multi-Inning Relievers: The Unsung Linchpins of Flexibility
In modern baseball, multi-inning relievers have become the linchpin for bullpen flexibility, especially for teams like
the Dodgers who juggle workloads amid injuries. These relievers can bridge gaps effectively when starters exit early
due to pitch counts or fatigue from condensed schedules.

With their capacity to absorb multiple innings, such arms not only reduce the strain on one-inning specialists but
give managers multiple tactical options to navigate late-game matchups up and down the lineup.

As injury notes shift the bullpen landscape, these multi-inning relievers become even more critical for the Dodgers
to maintain competitive edge — providing the bridge between starter unpredictability and closer reliability.

Looking Ahead: Ohtani’s Return and Its Strategic Impact
According to MLB.com, Shohei Ohtani is expected back in the Angels’ lineup by September 23. While not a
Dodger, Ohtani’s impending return will undoubtedly impact league dynamics — affecting Dodgers’ lineup
construction decisions and bullpen deployment when facing the Angels.



Anticipating Ohtani’s mix of platoon splits as a dynamic right-hander hitting and pitching, Dodgers' bullpen
management must prepare accordingly, reinforcing the importance of bullpen depth and flexible roster options
during this final stretch of the season.

Conclusion
At first glance, a minor injury note might seem like an isolated update in the Dodgers’ season narrative. However,
behind the scenes, it has the potential to unsettle pitching plans, activation timing, lineup construction, and
bullpen management in profound ways. The Dodgers’ roster depth — measured in call-up options, multi-inning
relievers, and platoon-aware bullpen arms — is a vital weapon, but also a delicate system where every change
triggers adjustments across the board.

In a sport that hinges on matchups, workloads, and split-second decisions, the finesse in handling these ripple
effects frequently separates contenders from pretenders as the season reaches its crescendo.

Fans and analysts alike should monitor injury notes closely, as they offer a window into upcoming strategic shifts
that will shape Dodgers gameplay and pitching performance. Tools like Oddstrader provide real-time offshore
odds that often reflect these subtle shifts immediately, while official sources like MLB.com offer concrete updates
on key players’ availability.

In the innings to come, the Dodgers’ ability to adapt—leveraging depth without compromising strength—will
define their postseason trajectory.


