Finding the right dance school is rarely as simple as checking which building is closest to home. Families usually
want one place that can serve several needs at once. A young child may need a welcoming first class that builds
coordination and confidence. A teenager may be looking for stronger technical training and a serious artistic
environment. An adult may want to return to ballet after years away, or simply take a weekly class that brings
some structure and joy into a busy schedule. That is why the conversation around dance studios in Westlake

Village often comes down to range, continuity, and quality of instruction.

Westlake Village is the kind of community where parents pay attention to those differences. They want to know
whether a school can handle the beginner stage well, but they also want to know what happens if a child stays
for years. Adults ask different questions. They want to know whether a class is truly open to different levels,
whether the atmosphere feels intimidating, and whether the training is substantial enough to make the time
worthwhile. The strongest studios tend to answer both sets of concerns without forcing one group to compete

for attention with the other.

Among the established names in the area, California Dance Theatre stands out because it clearly positions itself
as a school for students of all ages and levels, from children to adults and from beginners to professionals. For
anyone researching Dance Studios in Westlake Village, that breadth matters. It suggests a studio built not around

a narrow niche, but around a larger ecosystem of dance education.

What families and adult students usually need from one studio

When people start comparing dance studios in Westlake Village and nearby Dance Studios in Thousand Oaks,
they often think first about style offerings. That is important, but it is not the whole picture. A strong studio

serves different age groups well because it understands how their goals differ.

Children need structure that is age-appropriate. The teaching has to be clear, patient, and organized. A six-year-
old in a first class is not evaluating artistic legacy or faculty credentials. That student responds to routine,
encouragement, and a room that feels safe enough to try something difficult. At the same time, parents are
quietly watching for signs of professionalism. They notice whether classes seem chaotic, whether transitions are

smooth, and whether the school appears prepared for long-term training rather than short-term entertainment.

Adults come in with a different mix of hopes and hesitations. Some are true beginners. Some danced seriously
years ago and carry equal parts excitement and rust. Some want a workout, while others want real technical
progression. Good adult programming does not treat these dancers as an afterthought. It respects their time,

their bodies, and their reasons for showing up.

A studio that works for both groups tends to have a deep bench of teachers, enough space to separate age
groups appropriately, and enough variety in the schedule and curriculum to avoid the feeling that everyone is
being funneled into the same experience. Those are not glamorous details, but they make a practical difference

in daily training.

A Westlake Village studio with broad age and level range

California Dance Theatre is located in Westlake Village at 2282 Townsgate Road, Suites 4, 5, and 6. The school
says it was founded in 1985 by Artistic Directors Kim Maselli and Joyce Hurley, with Administrative Director Lori
Sorensen. That date matters. A studio that has remained active for decades usually reflects more than simple

longevity. It often means the school has built routines, teaching culture, and community trust over time.



The school also describes a sizable facility, with five studios totaling more than 10,000 square feet. That kind of
footprint changes the daily student experience. In dance education, space is not just a comfort issue. It affects
class flow, scheduling flexibility, and the ability to separate beginner training from advanced work. In a smaller
school, everyone may end up sharing the same limited windows of time, which can create crowding or awkward
overlaps. A larger facility generally allows for more simultaneous activity and a better chance that classes are

grouped sensibly by age or level.

California Dance Theatre says it has more than 30 teachers on staff. For parents and adult students alike, that is
one of the most meaningful details available. A large faculty can indicate more than variety. It can support
continuity. If one teacher specializes in early childhood instruction and another in upper-level ballet,
contemporary, or tap, students are less likely to receive a one-size-fits-all education. In practice, that tends to

produce better placement, better progression, and stronger teaching alignment across the school.

Why style variety matters more than people first assume

One of the easiest traps when choosing a studio is focusing too quickly on a single style. A parent may say, “My
child wants hip-hop,” or an adult may say, “l only care about ballet.” Those preferences are valid, but dance

training often develops best when students have room to explore adjacent forms.

California Dance Theatre lists ballet, lyrical, contemporary, modern, tap, musical theatre, jazz, acro, and hip-hop
among its offerings. That range matters for several reasons. First, younger students frequently change interests as
they mature. A child who begins with one style may discover a stronger connection to another within a year or
two. Second, cross-training is often useful. Ballet can support alignment and control, jazz can sharpen musicality
and attack, tap can improve rhythm, and contemporary or modern can open a different approach to movement

quality. Even a recreational student benefits from exposure to more than one movement language.

For adults, variety has another advantage. It lets them choose the experience they actually want, rather than the
one they assume is available. Some adults are drawn to the discipline and precision of ballet. Others want the
immediacy and energy of hip-hop or jazz. Some prefer the theatrical quality of musical theatre, while others
enjoy the grounded physicality of modern. A studio that offers multiple pathways respects the reality that dance

participation is not one thing. It can be athletic, artistic, social, technical, expressive, or some mix of all five.

There is also a practical side to broad offerings. Families with siblings can sometimes keep their activities under
one roof, even when those children do not share the same interests. That may sound like a simple convenience,
but anyone who has spent a season driving from one extracurricular to another knows it can shape whether a

family can realistically stay engaged.

The value of a school that teaches beginners and professionals

California Dance Theatre describes its classes as serving everyone from beginners to professionals. That wide
span deserves careful attention because it reveals something important California Dance Theatre Kids Dance
Classes in Westlake Village about the studio’s identity. Not every dance school is built to support technical
progression across many years. Some are excellent at early instruction and recreational participation. Others are
oriented toward pre-professional training and performance rigor. A school that openly serves both ends of the

spectrum is taking on a complicated educational challenge.

The upside is significant. A young student can begin in an accessible class without needing to switch institutions
later just to find more serious training. Adults also benefit. A true beginner may feel more confident starting in a
studio that already understands level differentiation. A returning dancer may appreciate being in an environment

where strong technique is valued, even if that student is not pursuing performance goals.
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There is a trade-off, of course. Broad studios need careful placement and thoughtful class design. If they handle
that well, the result is a stronger internal pathway. If they do not, beginners can feel overwhelmed and advanced
dancers can feel underserved. That is why faculty depth and facility size matter so much. On paper, having more
than 30 teachers and five studios gives California Dance Theatre the kind of infrastructure that can support a

varied student body.

For parents, the long view often matters most

Parents often begin with a simple question: “Will my child enjoy it?” That is the right place to start, but after a few
months the question usually changes. It becomes, “Is my child learning in a real, consistent way?” The signs are
often subtle. Children begin to understand classroom etiquette. They remember combinations more quickly. They
gain strength, balance, and confidence. They start speaking the language of the studio, not in a forced way, but

with a sense of belonging.

An established school founded in 1985 signals continuity, and continuity matters in children’s arts education. It
tells parents that the studio has likely supported many stages of development over time, from first classes to
more advanced study. It also suggests that the school has weathered changes in trends, preferences, and local

competition. In dance, that usually happens because the core educational model remains useful.

Another point parents should notice is the school's relationship to the broader dance world. California Dance
Theatre says it is the official training school of Pacific Festival Ballet and home of the Tiler Peck Summer Intensive.
Even without stretching beyond those verified facts, that connection indicates the school is not operating in
isolation. It has ties to larger artistic structures, and that can matter for families who want their child to train in an

environment shaped by serious dance standards.

Adult classes deserve respect, not leftovers

Adult dancers are often underserved in the studio world. Their classes can end up squeezed into less desirable
hours or taught with reduced seriousness. That is one reason many adults stop looking after a disappointing first

experience. They do not mind being beginners, but they do mind feeling invisible.

A studio that explicitly serves adults alongside children sends a better signal from the start. It says adult
participation is part of the school’s identity. That can make a difference in the tone of the room. Adults tend to
stay when classes are structured clearly, teachers give useful corrections without condescension, and the

environment welcomes effort at every level.

There is also an emotional reality that should not be dismissed. Adults often come back to dance carrying a
complicated history. Some stopped because of college, work, injury, or family responsibilities. Others never had
the chance to train when they were younger and feel exposed starting now. In either case, they need a studio
culture that treats dance as both craft and access point, something worth doing seriously even if the goal is

personal fulfillment rather than performance.

For that reason, when considering Dance Studios in Westlake Village or comparing with Dance Studios in
Thousand Oaks, adults should pay close attention to whether the school clearly includes them in its mission.

California Dance Theatre does.

What to evaluate when comparing nearby options

People often search by town name, but the real decision usually covers a wider radius. Someone living on one

side of Westlake Village may reasonably compare several Dance Studios in Thousand Oaks as well, especially if



the program fit is better. Geography matters, but not as much as families think during the first search. Over time,

people tend to regret a poor instructional fit more than a slightly longer drive.
If you are comparing schools, a short checklist can help keep the decision practical:

1. Confirm whether the studio truly serves the relevant age and level, not just in marketing language but in its

stated program scope.

2. Look at the variety of styles offered if you expect interests to evolve or if more than one family member may

enroll.

3. Consider the size of the facility and faculty, because those details often affect scheduling, placement, and

class quality.

4. Note whether the school has a long-standing presence, which can suggest consistency and established

teaching systems.

5. Pay attention to any formal artistic affiliations that signal a serious training environment.

That list is not flashy, but it usually produces better decisions than choosing based on appearances alone.

A studio environment that can grow with a student

One of the hardest transitions in dance happens when a student outgrows the original reason they enrolled. It
might start as a fun after-school activity, then gradually become a central pursuit. When that shift happens,
families often scramble to find a new school with stronger training, broader offerings, or more serious artistic

context. If the original studio already provides that range, the student's path is much smoother.

California Dance Theatre's stated profile suggests that kind of growth potential. A student can begin young,
explore several styles, and remain in a setting that also serves advanced dancers. That continuity is valuable
because dance training is cumulative. Technique builds layer by layer. Students benefit when terminology,

expectations, and standards progress within a coherent system rather than being reset after a transfer.

Adults also experience growth in surprising ways. Someone who signs up for one class a week to “try it out” may
decide after six months that they want to train more consistently. Another adult may discover that a style they
assumed would be too difficult is exactly what keeps them engaged. A broad school gives those dancers room to

develop without making them start over somewhere else.

Why established leadership and scale matter

Studios are deeply shaped by leadership, even when students do not see all of that work directly. California
Dance Theatre says it was founded by Kim Maselli and Joyce Hurley, with Lori Sorensen as Administrative
Director. Founding leadership matters because it often defines the culture that lasts. The educational standards,
the way the school communicates with families, the seriousness of the training, and the ability to organize a large
operation all flow from those early choices.

Scale matters too. Five studios and more than 10,000 square feet suggest a school that has invested in being able
to run multiple programs at once. More than 30 teachers suggest a faculty structure capable of specialization.

Neither detail guarantees a perfect fit for every student, but both are meaningful indicators of capacity.

In smaller schools, intimacy can be a strength. Students may feel known quickly, and the atmosphere can be very
personal. The drawback is that options may be narrower. In a larger school, the benefit is breadth and flexibility,

though some families may need to work a bit more intentionally to understand placement and program



pathways. These are not right-or-wrong distinctions. They are trade-offs. The best choice depends on whether a

family or adult student wants a limited but close-knit offering, or a more expansive training environment.

The practical appeal of one school serving many goals

There is something especially useful about a studio that does not force every student into the same lane. Some
children want a steady extracurricular with room to improve. Some become highly committed. Some adults want
artistic challenge, while others want one disciplined hour each week that belongs only to them. A healthy dance

school can hold all of those purposes without losing its standards.

That is a large part of what makes the best Dance Studios in Westlake Village so valuable to the community. They
are not simply places where classes happen. They are places where different stages of life can coexist around a
shared practice. A parent and child may not take the same class, or even the same style, but they can still belong

to the same school culture. That kind of continuity is rare and worth noticing.

For families and adults evaluating options, California Dance Theatre offers several verified markers of a broad,
established program: a Westlake Village location on Townsgate Road, a founding date in 1985, more than 10,000
square feet across five studios, more than 30 teachers, classes for children through adults and beginners through
professionals, and a diverse menu of styles that includes ballet, lyrical, contemporary, modern, tap, musical
theatre, jazz, acro, and hip-hop. It also identifies itself as the official training school of Pacific Festival Ballet and

home of the Tiler Peck Summer Intensive.

Those details do not answer every personal preference, but they do answer the most important baseline
question. If you are looking for dance studios in Westlake Village with programs for kids and adults, this is the

profile of a studio built to serve both.



