
Malaysia's 2027 School Calendar: Key Dates for
the Hari Raya Aidilfitri School Holiday
The Ministry of Education has set the 2027 school calendar for Malaysia, with the hari raya
aidilfitri school holiday period emerging as a central reference point for families planning their
year. The announcement provides clarity on term dates, intersession breaks, and the grouping
of states by school types, offering a structured timeline for parents, educators, and students
across the country.

Under the 2027 calendar, the school year is divided into two main sessions. Group A schools,
which include those in Johor, Kedah, Kelantan, and Terengganu, start their academic year in
early January. Group B schools, covering the remaining states and the federal territories, begin
in mid-January. The alignment of these start dates with the annual festive periods, particularly
the hari raya aidilfitri school holiday, has been a key consideration in the calendar design.

Term structure and key breaks
The academic year comprises two terms, each split into two halves. The first term runs from
January to May, followed by a mid-year break. The second term spans June to November, with
a year-end break beginning in December. Within this framework, the hari raya aidilfitri school
holiday is scheduled to fall during the first term for both school groups, allowing families to
observe the festival without disrupting the main examination periods.

For Group A schools, the first term begins in the first week of January. The first half of the term
continues until a short break in March, which coincides with the expected date of Hari Raya
Aidilfitri. The hari raya aidilfitri school holiday period is set to last for approximately one week,
depending on the official moon sighting. Schools resume after the break for the second half of
the first term, which concludes in late May.

Group B schools follow a similar pattern, with their first term starting in mid-January. The first
half of the term runs until a break in early April, again aligned with the festive period. The hari
raya aidilfitri school holiday for Group B is also scheduled for about a week, after which the
second half of the first term continues until late May. This symmetry ensures that students in
both groups experience a comparable break during the celebration.

State grouping and its impact on holiday planning
The division of states into Group A and Group B is based on historical school calendar
practices. Group A states have a longer weekend on Friday and Saturday, while Group B states
observe Saturday and Sunday as the weekend. This difference affects the start and end dates
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of each term, as well as the timing of public holidays. The Ministry of Education coordinates
the calendar so that the hari raya aidilfitri school holiday is observed uniformly, even though the
exact dates may differ by a few days between the groups.

Parents in Group A states, such as Johor and Kedah, should note that their children's break
may begin slightly earlier than those in Group B states like Selangor and Penang. However, the
duration of the holiday remains the same across all states. The Ministry advises families to
check their specific state's calendar for precise dates, as the moon sighting can shift the
official start of the festival by a day.

Examination periods and study planning
The calendar also outlines the key examination periods for national assessments. The Ujian
Pencapaian Sekolah Rendah (UPSR) and the Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM) are typically held in
the second half of the year, with the SPM written papers starting in November. The placement
of the hari raya aidilfitri school holiday in the first term means that students have ample time to
prepare for these major assessments without the distraction of a long break close to the exam
dates.

Teachers and school administrators have welcomed the clear separation between the festive
break and the examination schedule. The Ministry has stated that the calendar is designed to
minimise disruption to learning while respecting the cultural and religious practices of the
population. The hari raya aidilfitri school holiday is one of several breaks that also include the
Chinese New Year and Deepavali holidays, each allocated a specific period in the calendar.

Implications for travel and accommodation
The timing of the hari raya aidilfitri school holiday has practical implications for travel and
accommodation. Many families use the break to return to their hometowns or to take short
vacations. Knowing the exact dates well in advance allows them to book transport and lodging
at better rates. The Ministry encourages parents to plan their travel around the official school
holidays to avoid last-minute disruptions.

For the 2027 calendar, the hari raya aidilfitri school holiday is expected to fall in the early part
of the year for both school groups. This period is typically less crowded than the year-end
holidays, offering families a more relaxed travel experience. However, popular destinations may
still see high demand, so early planning is recommended. The Ministry does not itself operate
travel services, but its calendar serves as a reliable reference for the public.

How the calendar is developed



The Ministry of Education develops the school calendar in consultation with state education
departments, religious authorities, and other stakeholders. The dates for the hari raya aidilfitri
school holiday are determined based on the Islamic lunar calendar, with the exact dates
confirmed closer to the event. The Ministry publishes a preliminary calendar for the following
year in the third quarter of the current year, giving families and schools several months to
prepare.

In addition to the main breaks, the calendar includes provisions for school sports events,
teacher training days, and other co-curricular activities. These are scheduled in a way that does
not overlap with major examinations or public holidays. The hari raya aidilfitri school holiday is
treated as a fixed point around which other activities are arranged, reflecting its importance in
the national calendar.

Practical advice for parents
Parents are advised to download the official school calendar from the Ministry of Education's
website or through their child's school. The calendar provides a month-by-month view of term
dates, holidays, and important deadlines. For families with children in different school groups,
careful coordination may be required to plan joint activities during the hari raya aidilfitri school
holiday.

The Ministry also reminds parents that the calendar is subject to change if the date of Hari
Raya Aidilfitri is adjusted based on the actual sighting of the moon. In such cases, schools will
issue a revised schedule. Parents should stay in touch with their child's school for the latest
updates. The hari raya aidilfitri school holiday remains a key period for family gatherings, and
the Ministry aims to provide as much notice as possible for any adjustments.

Looking ahead
The 2027 school calendar represents a continued effort by the Ministry of Education to
balance academic requirements with the cultural and religious needs of the population. The
inclusion of the hari raya aidilfitri school holiday as a fixed break underscores the importance
of this festival in Malaysian society. By releasing the calendar well in advance, the Ministry
supports families in making informed decisions about their children's education and their own
schedules.

As the year progresses, the Ministry will issue further announcements regarding any changes
to the calendar. For now, the published dates provide a clear framework for planning the
academic year. The hari raya aidilfitri school holiday stands out as a significant milestone in
the 2027 calendar, offering a moment for rest and celebration within the structured rhythm of
the school year.
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