When remodeling a bathroom with a double vanity, one of the most frequent questions | encounter is about
mirror choice: specifically, can | put round mirrors over a double vanity without it looking weird?. It's a
surprisingly loaded question that involves understanding how mirror shape, size, placement, and lighting
architecturelab.net all work together. As an architect and bathroom-spec enthusiast with over a decade in
residential remodel documentation, I'm here to break down the practical know-how behind selecting and installing

mirrors for your double-sink setup.

Why Mirror Decisions Are More Than Just Aesthetic

Mirrors serve more than just decorative purposes—they are a functional hub for daily grooming, task lighting, and
even storage. The National Kitchen & Bath Association (NKBA) emphasizes that mirror decisions should be based
on several functional factors including shape, storage options, mounting style, and integrated lighting.

Approaching mirror design with these priorities ensures that bathroom remodels deliver on usability, comfort, and

durability.

Mirror Types: Functional Decisions to Guide You
® Shape: While round mirrors have surged in popularity, rectangular and oval shapes often offer more usable
reflective surface, especially over a double vanity.

® Storage: Medicine cabinets or mirrors with built-in shelves incorporate storage, which a simple flat round

mirror won't provide.

* Mounting Styles: Fixed framed mirrors, floating glass panels, or hinged medicine cabinets each influence

visual flow and wall space usage.

¢ Lighting Integration: The rise of integrated LED mirrors with dimming or demister functions is transforming

the mirror into a lighting element and requires coordination with electricians early on.

The takeaway here is that deciding on a mirror is more than picking a shape. You have to consider how mirror size

and type align with your lighting plan, wall space, and usage patterns.


https://www.architecturelab.net/types-of-bathroom-mirrors/

Sizing Rules for Round Mirrors Over a Double Vanity

One of my quirks is | always decide lighting before mirror width. The spacing and style of your vanity lighting—
especially sconces or hardwired LED features—dictate how much wall space your mirror has and where it “lives”
visually. Here's a breakdown:

1. Vanity Width and Basin Spacing: A typical double vanity is 60"-72" wide, with two sinks spaced

approximately 24"-30" apart center to center.

2. Mirror Width: Each mirror should roughly correspond to the basin width but also leave space for sconces or
lighting flanks. Experts recommend leaving at least 4"-6" clearance between the mirror edge and each wall or
light fixture.

3. Mirror Height and Placement: Mount the bottom edge of the mirror about 3" to 6" above backsplash or

vanity countertop to keep it functional and easy to clean.

Applying these rules to round mirrors means sizing each mirror to approximately 24"-30" in diameter for a
standard basin width. The mirror spacing double vanity layout is critical: the round mirrors should be centered

over each sink with 6"-8" between the two mirror edges to avoid a cramped appearance.

Too close and it looks crowded; too far apart and the vanity space feels disjointed.

Placement Heights and Sconce Spacing

Many bathroom mirror installations go wrong because lighting and mirror sizing aren’t coordinated. Brands like
Golden Lighting and Lumens provide extensive online resources for bathroom vanity lighting that can inform
your choices. Here's what | recommend:

* Sconce Height: Mount vanity sconces approximately 60"-66" from the floor, centered vertically on or beside

the mirror. Placing sconces too high causes shadows; too low leads to glare.

* Distance from Mirror: Leave 4"-6" between sconces and the mirror edges to prevent the mirror from
crowding the lights.

® Mirror Centering: For round mirrors, position each mirror centered on the basin and make sure the sconces

align vertically, creating a balanced look.



Task Lighting vs. Ambient Lighting Over Double Round Mirrors

Lighting design is another area where mirror decisions shine—or fall short. You want a mix of task and ambient

lighting for a functioning bathroom:
¢ Task Lighting: Focused lighting near the mirror helps with grooming activities. Vertical sconces flanking each
mirror are ideal as they illuminate faces evenly without harsh shadows.

* Ambient Lighting: General ceiling fixtures or recessed lighting provide overall illumination but are insufficient

alone for detail work.

* Integrated LED Mirrors: Some modern round mirrors incorporate hardwired LED illumination, often installed
by electricians working in tandem with the glazier. These mirrors provide consistent light but need added

electrical feeds planned early on.

When you choose round mirrors for a double sink layout, decide whether you want sconces on each side or

trusted LED backs or front lighting integrated into the mirror frame.

Working with Glaziers and Electricians

Installing large plate glass round mirrors involves a glazier who handles templating and precise mounting. This is
especially true if you want custom sizes or tempered glass for durability. It's essential to provide the glazier with

exact measurements after sizing and positioning lights.

Electricians play a key role for mirrors with hardwired LED lighting. Coordinating added electrical feeds early

ensures clean installs, avoiding visible conduits or uneven lighting.
In my experience:

Role Responsibility Key Coordination Point Glazier Templating, cutting, and installing plate glass mirrors, sealing
edges to avoid humidity damage Needs exact mirror dimensions after light fixture placement Electrician Hardwire

mirrors with LED and sconces, install junction boxes Requires early notice for added electrical feeds and switching

Design and Durability Tips
To avoid that "weird” look or cringe-worthy durability failures, keep these in mind:

* Demister Pads: Over double sinks, condensation buildup on mirrors grows. Demister-mirrors reduce fog but
add complexity and cost. Recommended if your family rituals produce steam (say, kids showering

simultaneously).

* Frame Quality: Avoid cheap frames that warp or peel in high humidity zones. Look for sealed edges and

moisture-resistant materials to maximize longevity.

* Mirror Size Balance: Oversized round mirrors over a double vanity can visually compete with sconces,
making the space feel cramped. Stick closer to 30" diameter or consider vertical oval shapes if you want a bit
more height without width creep.

* Trend Awareness: Round mirrors are trendy but will date. The NKBA advises balancing trend-driven choices

with timeless design principles for resale appeal.

Summary: Does a Round Mirror Work Over a Double Vanity?
Yes—but only with careful planning. The key success factors include:

1. Sizing each mirror approximately equal to basin width (24"-30") and ensuring 6"-8" spacing between mirrors.



2. Coordinating sconce height and spacing with mirror edges to avoid crowding or shadows.
3. Choosing lighting types—task vs ambient—that support your daily routines.

4. Engaging a skilled glazier for templated glass installation and an electrician for integrated lighting early in the

process.

5. Considering durability elements like sealed edges, demisters, and frame quality to handle bathroom humidity.

Done right, double round mirrors over a double vanity provide a fresh, balanced look. But ignore lighting or

spacing rules, and it can indeed look off or compromise functionality.

If you want the modern charm of round mirrors without the common pitfalls, follow NKBA guidelines, use trusted
lighting resources such as Golden Lighting or Lumens, and bring pros like glaziers and electricians into the project

early.

Bottom line verdict: Demister yes. Dashboard maybe. Round mirrors can be beautiful and practical; lighting and

spacing decide if they're weird or wonderful.



