
Moving a vehicle over a long distance can be challenging, especially when you are relocating to another state,
purchasing a car from a distant seller, transferring dealership inventory, or transporting a valuable automobile.
While driving the vehicle yourself may seem like the simplest solution, a long-distance road trip can require
significant time, planning, fuel, lodging, and effort. Professional St. Louis car shippers offer a convenient
alternative by handling the transportation process from pickup through delivery.

Professional auto transport services can accommodate a wide range of transportation needs. Customers can
often choose between open and enclosed carriers based on their vehicle type, budget, and desired level of
protection. Open auto transport is widely used for everyday cars, SUVs, trucks, and other standard vehicles, while
enclosed shipping may be preferred for classic, luxury, exotic, and collectible automobiles.

Choosing an experienced vehicle transportation provider can provide important advantages beyond simply
moving a car from one location to another. From reducing travel time and limiting vehicle mileage to improving
convenience and providing specialized transport options, professional car shippers can make vehicle relocation
more organized and manageable.

This guide explores the top benefits of hiring professional St. Louis car shippers and explains how open and
enclosed auto transport services can meet different vehicle relocation requirements.

What Do Professional St. Louis Car Shippers Do?
Professional car shippers arrange and manage the transportation of vehicles between designated locations.
Depending on the provider and route, services may include local, regional, interstate, and cross-country
transportation.

Auto transport companies commonly assist with:

Vehicle pickup scheduling

Carrier coordination

Open auto transport

Enclosed vehicle shipping

Door-to-door transportation

Terminal-to-terminal shipping

Dealership vehicle transfers

Long-distance relocations

Classic and specialty vehicle transportation

Non-running vehicle transport

The exact services available can vary, so customers should discuss their specific transportation requirements
before booking.

Benefit #1: Professional Vehicle Transportation Saves Time
One of the biggest advantages of hiring professional St. Louis car shippers is the time saved during long-
distance relocation.



Driving a vehicle across the country can take several days. Depending on the route, you may need to plan
overnight accommodations, meals, fuel stops, and rest breaks. Traffic, construction, and weather can add
additional delays.

When you hire an auto transport company, your vehicle can travel separately while you focus on your relocation
or other responsibilities.

This can be particularly useful for:

Families moving across state lines

Professionals relocating for work

Students moving between cities

Military personnel changing duty stations

Dealerships transferring inventory

Businesses relocating company vehicles

By outsourcing vehicle transportation, you can spend more time managing the other important aspects of your
move.

Benefit #2: Reduce Unnecessary Vehicle Mileage
Long-distance driving adds mileage to your vehicle. While modern automobiles are designed for travel, a cross-
country journey can still contribute to tire wear, engine use, and general vehicle mileage.

Professional auto transport can help reduce the amount of additional mileage placed on your vehicle during
relocation.

This may be particularly valuable when transporting:

Newer vehicles

Luxury automobiles

Classic cars

Collector vehicles

Low-mileage automobiles



For owners who want to preserve their vehicle's mileage, professional transportation can be a practical alternative
to driving long distances.

Benefit #3: Convenient Long-Distance Relocation
Long-distance relocation can involve many moving parts. You may already be coordinating household
belongings, utilities, employment, housing, family schedules, and travel arrangements.

Adding a lengthy vehicle road trip can make the process more complicated. Professional car shipping allows you
to arrange vehicle transportation separately from your personal travel plans.

Depending on the provider, you may be able to arrange pickup and delivery near your preferred locations. This
can make vehicle relocation more convenient and reduce the number of tasks you need to manage yourself.

Benefit #4: Open Auto Transport Offers an Affordable Option
Open auto transport is one of the most widely used vehicle shipping methods. Cars are loaded onto an open
carrier that can transport multiple vehicles at the same time.

Because the carrier can move several automobiles during one trip, open transportation is generally more
affordable than enclosed shipping.

Open transport is commonly suitable for:

Family cars

Sedans

Compact vehicles

SUVs

Pickup trucks

Standard daily-use automobiles

For customers looking for a balance between affordability and professional transportation, open auto shipping
can be a practical choice.

Benefit #5: Enclosed Transport Provides Additional Protection
Enclosed auto transport offers an alternative for customers who want additional protection during vehicle
transportation. Vehicles are placed inside a covered carrier, reducing exposure to weather and road debris.

Enclosed shipping may be particularly suitable for:

Classic cars

Collector automobiles

Luxury vehicles

Exotic cars

High-value automobiles

Recently restored vehicles

Enclosed carriers generally have limited capacity and may cost more than open transportation. However, owners
of valuable or specialty vehicles may consider the additional protection worthwhile.



Benefit #6: Professional Car Shippers Offer Different Transportation
Options
Every vehicle owner has different transportation requirements. A family relocating across the country may need
an affordable open carrier, while a collector may prefer enclosed transportation.

Professional St. Louis car shippers may offer multiple options, including:

Open carrier transport

Enclosed carrier transport

Door-to-door shipping

Terminal-to-terminal transportation

Expedited shipping

Specialty vehicle transport

This flexibility allows customers to choose a service that fits their vehicle, budget, schedule, and protection
requirements.

Benefit #7: Door-to-Door Service Adds Convenience
Door-to-door transportation can make vehicle shipping easier by allowing the carrier to pick up and deliver the
vehicle as close as reasonably possible to the requested locations.

This service can reduce the need to travel to a distant terminal and may be especially convenient for families,
busy professionals, and individuals managing a major relocation.

However, large transport carriers may not be able to access every residential street. Narrow roads, low bridges,
parking restrictions, and other local conditions can affect accessibility. If direct access is not possible, the carrier
may arrange a nearby location that is safe and accessible.

Benefit #8: Professional Carriers Use Specialized Equipment
Auto transport companies use specialized carriers and equipment designed to load, secure, and transport
vehicles.

Depending on the shipment, equipment may include:



Open multi-car carriers

Enclosed transport trailers

Loading ramps

Vehicle securing systems

Equipment for non-running vehicles

Specialized equipment can make vehicle transportation more practical than attempting to tow or drive a vehicle
over a long distance yourself.

Benefit #9: Professional Transportation Can Reduce Driving-Related
Stress
Long-distance driving can be physically and mentally demanding. Spending extended hours on highways
requires concentration and can become tiring over time.

Professional vehicle transportation allows you to avoid many of the challenges associated with cross-country
driving.

Instead of worrying about:

Long hours behind the wheel

Highway traffic

Changing weather

Finding overnight accommodations

Fuel stops

Roadside emergencies

You can arrange for your vehicle to be transported while focusing on your personal travel and relocation plans.

Benefit #10: Professional Auto Transport Can Help Dealerships
Manage Inventory
Dealerships often need to move vehicles between locations. Inventory may need to be transferred between
dealerships, transported from auctions, or delivered to customers.

Professional auto transport can help dealerships manage these needs without requiring employees to drive
vehicles between locations.

Potential dealership applications include:

Dealer-to-dealer transfers

Auction vehicle transportation

Inventory relocation

Customer vehicle delivery

New vehicle transfers

Used vehicle transportation

Open carriers may be appropriate for standard dealership inventory, while enclosed transportation may be
preferred for high-value or specialty automobiles.



Benefit #11: Enclosed Transport Is Ideal for Specialty Vehicles
Some vehicles require additional care because of their value, age, or condition. Classic and collector cars may
have unique finishes, delicate components, or restoration work that owners want to protect.

Enclosed transport can reduce exposure to outdoor conditions and may provide a more suitable environment for
valuable vehicles.

Owners of specialty vehicles should discuss their requirements with the transportation provider before booking.
This ensures the selected carrier and loading procedures are appropriate.

Benefit #12: Professional Auto Transport Supports Seasonal Relocation
Some people relocate seasonally between different regions of the country. Rather than driving their vehicle
hundreds or thousands of miles twice a year, they may arrange professional transportation.

Seasonal vehicle shipping can be useful for:

Retirees with multiple residences

Winter and summer residents

Long-term travelers

College students

Families with seasonal travel plans

Because seasonal demand can be higher during certain periods, advance scheduling is recommended.

Benefit #13: Professional Shipping Can Support Interstate Moves
Moving across state lines often requires significant planning. A professional car shipper can coordinate the
vehicle's transportation separately from your household move.

This may allow you to:

Fly to your new destination

Coordinate household movers

Focus on family responsibilities

Begin work without a long road trip

Reduce vehicle mileage

For people moving from St. Louis to another state, professional auto transport can become an important part of
a broader relocation strategy.

Benefit #14: Experienced Car Shippers Understand Transportation
Logistics
Vehicle transportation involves more than simply placing a car on a trailer. Carriers must coordinate pickup
locations, routes, delivery schedules, vehicle dimensions, loading requirements, and road conditions.

Experienced St. Louis car shippers are familiar with the logistics involved in moving vehicles over long distances.

When selecting a provider, look for a company that communicates clearly about:



Pickup scheduling

Delivery expectations

Transportation methods

Vehicle preparation

Insurance information

Potential delays

Good communication can help customers understand what to expect throughout the shipping process.

Benefit #15: Vehicle Condition Can Be Documented Before Transport
Professional vehicle transportation typically involves documenting the condition of the vehicle before loading.
This can help establish a clear record of its condition at the beginning of the shipment.

Customers should also take their own photographs before pickup.

Document:

Front of the vehicle

Rear of the vehicle

Both sides

Roof

Wheels

Existing scratches

Existing dents

At delivery, compare the vehicle with the original documentation and report any concerns promptly.

Benefit #16: Professional Car Shippers Can Transport Non-Running
Vehicles
Not every vehicle being relocated is in working condition. Cars with mechanical problems, damaged vehicles, or
project automobiles may not be drivable.

Some professional auto transport companies can accommodate non-running vehicles with specialized
equipment. However, customers must disclose the vehicle's condition before booking.

This allows the carrier to determine whether additional equipment or special loading procedures are necessary.

Benefit #17: Professional Transport Can Be More Convenient Than
Driving
Driving a vehicle across the country may involve significant expenses beyond fuel. Depending on the trip, you
may need to pay for:

Hotels

Meals

Fuel



Parking

Additional travel expenses

While professional vehicle shipping also has a cost, it can provide greater convenience and reduce the personal
time required for a long-distance journey.

When comparing options, consider the total cost of driving yourself versus hiring professional transportation.

How to Choose Between Open and Enclosed Transport
The right transportation method depends on your vehicle and priorities.

Choose Open Transport When:

You want a more affordable option

You are shipping a standard daily-use vehicle

You have flexible scheduling needs

You want broad carrier availability

Consider Enclosed Transport When:

You own a classic car

You are transporting a luxury automobile

You have an exotic vehicle

You own a valuable collector car

You want additional protection from weather and road debris

Neither option is automatically better for every situation. The best choice depends on your vehicle's value,
condition, and protection requirements.

How Much Does Professional Car Shipping Cost?
Auto transport prices vary depending on the shipment. Several factors influence the final quote.

Distance

Longer transportation routes generally require more fuel and driver time, St. Louis car transportation services
which can increase the total cost.

Vehicle Size

Large SUVs, trucks, and vans may require more carrier space than compact cars.

Transport Method

Open transportation is generally more economical, while enclosed shipping typically costs more.

Location

Pickup and delivery locations can affect pricing based on carrier accessibility and route availability.

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=00c29ad0237745a1&hl=en&authuser=0&sxsrf=ANbL-n7DQBVWObYnOiaLOu3_9QRQ2T4bLA:1772352819192&kgmid=/g/11y_brp4_1&q=St.+Louis+Auto+Transport&shem=dlvsc,epsd1,rimspc,shrtsdl&shndl=30&source=sh/x/loc/uni/m1/1&kgs=f236c72ce7f4c88c&utm_source=dlvsc,epsd1,rimspc,shrtsdl,sh/x/loc/uni/m1/1


Season

Seasonal demand can influence carrier availability and pricing.

Delivery Speed

Expedited transportation may cost more than standard shipping because of the additional scheduling
requirements.

How to Find Affordable St. Louis Car Shippers
Affordability should be considered alongside reliability and service quality. To find a suitable provider, request
quotes from several companies and compare the details.

Ask about:

Total price

Open or enclosed service

Pickup and delivery options

Estimated transit time

Insurance coverage

Additional fees

Cancellation policies

Do not automatically select the lowest quote. A significantly lower estimate may not include the same level of
service or may not reflect the complete transportation cost.

How to Prepare Your Vehicle for Professional Shipping
Proper preparation can help make your vehicle shipment smoother.

Wash the Vehicle

Cleaning the exterior makes it easier to identify existing damage.

Take Photos



Photograph the vehicle from several angles and document any existing damage.

Remove Personal Belongings

Remove loose items from the interior and trunk. Personal belongings may not be covered by transportation
insurance.

Secure Accessories

Remove or secure detachable accessories that could become loose during transit.

Inform the Carrier of Mechanical Issues

If your vehicle does not run or has mechanical problems, provide this information before pickup so appropriate
equipment can be arranged.

What to Expect on Pickup Day
On pickup day, the driver will typically meet you at the agreed location or a nearby accessible area.

The process may include:

1. Vehicle inspection

2. Condition documentation

3. Verification of shipping details

4. Vehicle loading

5. Securement for transportation

Review the inspection documentation carefully before the vehicle leaves.

What to Expect at Delivery
When your vehicle arrives at its destination, inspect it carefully before completing the delivery process.

Compare the vehicle's condition with the original inspection documentation and photographs.

Check:

Exterior panels

Paint

Windows

Wheels

Mirrors

Other visible areas

If you identify new damage, document it and follow the carrier's procedures for reporting concerns.

Questions to Ask St. Louis Car Shippers
Before hiring a transportation company, ask several questions to understand the service.



How long have you provided auto transport services?

Do you offer open and enclosed transportation?

What type of carrier will be used?

What is included in the quote?

Are there additional fees?

What insurance coverage applies?

What is the estimated transit time?

How will I receive shipment updates?

Can you transport non-running vehicles?

What is your damage claims process?

Clear answers can help you compare providers and select a service that matches your needs.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Hiring Car Shippers
Choosing a provider based only on price

Failing to research the company's reputation

Not asking about insurance

Failing to document vehicle condition

Leaving personal belongings inside the car

Waiting until the last minute to schedule transportation

Not reading the shipping agreement

Expecting an exact delivery time without allowing for delays

Why Professional St. Louis Car Shippers Are a Smart Choice
Professional auto transport can provide a combination of convenience, flexibility, and specialized transportation
options. Whether you need to move a standard family car across the country or transport a valuable classic
automobile, the right shipping method can make the process easier.

Open transport can provide an economical solution for everyday vehicles, while enclosed shipping can offer
additional protection for specialty automobiles. Door-to-door service may simplify pickup and delivery, while
terminal transportation can provide an alternative for locations that are difficult for large carriers to access.

The most important step is selecting a provider that understands your transportation needs and communicates
clearly about the entire process.

Final Checklist for Hiring a Professional Auto Transport Company
Research multiple St. Louis car shippers

Compare detailed transportation quotes

Review customer feedback

Confirm open or enclosed transport

Ask about insurance coverage

Review pickup and delivery procedures



Understand estimated transit times

Ask about additional charges

Document your vehicle's condition

Remove personal belongings

Inspect the vehicle at delivery

Conclusion
Hiring professional St. Louis car shippers can make vehicle relocation significantly more convenient, particularly
for long-distance moves, dealership transfers, seasonal relocation, and specialty vehicle transportation.
Professional carriers can reduce the need for lengthy road trips, help limit unnecessary mileage, and provide
transportation solutions designed for different types of automobiles.

For standard vehicles, open auto transport can provide an affordable and practical solution. For classic, luxury,
exotic, and collector cars, enclosed transportation may offer the additional protection many owners prefer. The
right choice depends on your vehicle, budget, route, and desired level of protection.
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Contact Us:
St. Louis Auto Transport

(314) 2797-790


