A Guide to Understanding Bonus Terms on Casino
Sites

What Are Bonus Terms and Why They Matter

When browsing online casino sites, it is common to see generous welcome offers and deposit
match promotions. These bonuses can seem straightforward at first glance, but the small print
often contains conditions that determine whether you can actually withdraw any winnings. For
UK players, understanding these conditions is key to making informed choices about which
sites to use and which promotions to accept.

The most important factor in any bonus offer is the playthrough requirement. This is the
number of times you must wager the bonus amount before you can cash out any winnings. For
example, if you receive a £10 bonus with a 30x playthrough, you need to place bets totalling
£300 before the bonus money becomes withdrawable. This is where many players get caught
out, as they assume the bonus is free money without realising the work involved.

However, the playthrough is just one part of a larger set of rules. There are also restrictions on
which games count toward the requirement, maximum bet limits while using bonus funds, and
time frames within which the conditions must be met. All of these factors together form what
are commonly known as wagering_requirements. These requirements are the backbone of any

bonus offer and can vary significantly from one site to another.

Breaking Down the Key Components

To get a clear picture of what a bonus actually offers, you need to look beyond the headline
figure. The following elements are the most common conditions attached to casino bonuses in
the UK market.
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Playthrough Multiplier

The playthrough multiplier tells you how many times the bonus must be wagered. A 35x
requirement is standard for many deposit bonuses, but some offers may go as high as 50x or
even 60x. The lower the multiplier, the easier it is to meet the condition. However, a low
multiplier does not always mean a better deal if other restrictions are tight.

Eligible Games
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Not all games contribute equally to the playthrough. Slots typically count 100%, but table
games like blackjack and roulette often contribute only 10% or 20%, and sometimes not at all.
Live dealer games are frequently excluded entirely. This means that if you prefer table games, a
bonus with a low playthrough might still be difficult to clear because only a fraction of your
bets count toward the requirement.

Maximum Bet

Most bonuses come with a maximum bet limit while the bonus is active. This is usually a small
amount, such as £5 per spin or per hand. If you place a bet above this limit, the casino may
void your bonus and any winnings from it. This rule is designed to prevent players from
meeting the playthrough quickly with large bets, and it is one of the most common reasons
bonuses are forfeited.

Time Limit
You are given a set number of days to meet the playthrough. This is often 30 days, but some
offers allow only 7 or 14 days. If you fail to complete the requirement within the time frame, the

bonus and any associated winnings are removed. For players who cannot play frequently, a
short time limit can make an otherwise good bonus impossible to use.

Cashout Cap

Many bonuses place a limit on how much you can withdraw from winnings earned with the
bonus. This is called a cashout cap or maximum withdrawal limit. For example, a bonus might
allow you to withdraw up to £100 from the winnings, even if you have cleared the playthrough
and have more in your balance. Any amount above the cap is forfeited. This condition is often
overlooked but can significantly reduce the value of a promotion.

Sticky Bonuses and Other Variations

Some bonuses are classified as sticky bonuses. With a sticky bonus, the bonus amount is
added to your balance but cannot be withdrawn itself. Only winnings generated from the bonus
can be withdrawn, and the bonus amount is removed from your account when you cash out.
This type of bonus is common in high-value offers and can be confusing if you are not familiar
with the term. The key difference is that you never actually receive the bonus money as cash; it
is only used to generate winnings.
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Other variations include free spins with no wagering requirements, which are rare but highly
sought after. These offers allow you to keep whatever you win from the spins without any



playthrough. However, even these often come with a cashout cap or a maximum win limit, so it
is still worth reading the full terms.

How to Evaluate a Bonus Offer

When you see a bonus advertised, the first step is to locate the full terms and conditions. Look
for the sections that detail the playthrough, eligible games, maximum bet, time limit, and
cashout cap. Once you have these numbers, you can assess whether the offer is realistic for
your playing style.

For casual players who only play slots, a high playthrough may not be a problem if the time
limit is generous and the maximum bet is reasonable. For players who prefer table games or
live dealer action, a bonus with a low contribution rate is unlikely to be worth taking. It is also
worth considering your typical bet size. If you usually bet £10 per spin, a £5 maximum bet limit
will force you to change your strategy or risk losing the bonus.

Another factor is the deposit amount required to trigger the bonus. Some offers require a
minimum deposit of £20 or more, and the bonus may be split across several deposits. Always
check whether the bonus is a one-time offer or part of a multi-deposit package, as this affects
the total value and the time needed to clear it.

Common Mistakes Players Make

One of the most frequent errors is assuming that all games contribute equally to the
playthrough. Many players start playing blackjack or roulette with a bonus, only to discover that
only a tiny percentage of their bets count. This can lead to frustration and a wasted bonus.
Another mistake is ignoring the cashout cap. Even if you clear the playthrough, you may find
that your winnings are limited to a small amount, making the effort feel pointless.

Players also sometimes overlook the maximum bet rule. Placing a single bet above the limit
can result in the entire bonus being forfeited, along with any winnings. This rule is strictly
enforced, so it pays to keep your bets within the allowed range. Finally, many people forget to
check the time limit. If you sign up for a bonus and then do not play for a week, you might find
that you have only a few days left to complete the playthrough.
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Final Thoughts on Navigating Bonus Offers

Bonuses can add value to your online casino experience, but they are not free money. The
conditions attached to them are designed to protect the casino while still giving players a



chance to win. By understanding the key terms and reading the small print carefully, you can
choose offers that suit your preferences and avoid unpleasant surprises.

Remember that the best bonus for one player may be a poor choice for another. Your choice of
games, typical bet size, and how often you play all influence whether a particular offer is
worthwhile. Taking a few minutes to review the full terms can save you time and frustration
later. In the end, a clear understanding of how these promotions work is the most valuable tool
you can have when exploring what UK casino sites have to offer.



