Is a Synthetic Cedar Shake Roof Right for Your
Home?

What Makes Synthetic Shake Roofing Different

When people hear the term "cedar shake roof," they usually picture the warm, textured look of
natural wood shakes on a cabin or craftsman home. And that look is undeniably appealing. But
natural cedar shakes come with real downsides: they absorb moisture, crack over time, and
require regular maintenance to stay weathertight. That is where a synthetic cedar shake roof
changes the conversation entirely. It delivers the same visual character without the constant
upkeep, and modern materials have made it a genuinely durable option for homeowners in
climates like central Texas.

| have worked on enough roofs in Austin to know that what looks good on a house in the
Pacific Northwest can turn into a headache here. Our heat, our sudden hailstorms, and our
intense sun are hard on natural wood. A synthetic cedar shake roof, on the other hand, is built
from materials like polyurethane or fiberglass reinforced with mineral coatings. These shakes
are molded from real cedar to capture the grain and texture, so from the ground you see the
same deep shadow lines and organic variation. But they do not rot, warp, or split. That alone
shifts the math on what kind of roof makes sense for a long-term investment.

What to Look for in a Synthetic Shake

Not all synthetic shakes are the same. The first thing | check is the impact rating. A Class 4
impact rating is the highest standard for resistance against hail and falling debris. That
matters in Austin, where spring storms can drop hail the size of golf balls. Shakes that carry a
UL 2218 impact test certification have been proven to withstand that kind of punishment
without cracking or losing their seal. When you are paying for a premium look, you want the
roof to survive the weather, not just look good on a sunny day.

Another factor is the fire rating. A Class A fire rating means the material offers the highest
level of resistance to flame spread. Natural cedar shakes typically have a lower fire rating and
may require additional fire treatment or underlayment. Synthetic shakes, by design, achieve
Class A without extra steps. That can simplify the overall roof assembly and sometimes reduce
insurance premiums.

Then there is the warranty. The leading synthetic shake products now come with a 50-year
warranty, which tells you the manufacturer has confidence in the material's longevity. That is
not just a marketing number. It reflects real accelerated testing for UV exposure, thermal



cycling, and water absorption. Pair that with a high wind warranty that covers gusts up to 110
or even 130 miles per hour, and you have a roof system designed for the long haul.

DaVinci Roofscapes: A Benchmark in Synthetic Roofing

One brand that consistently comes up in serious discussions about synthetic shake roofing is
DaVinci Roofscapes. They manufacture both synthetic slate and synthetic shake products,
and their engineering is worth understanding if you are comparing options. Their shakes use a
polyurethane core with a fiberglass mat embedded for dimensional stability. That combination
gives the shakes rigidity without making them brittle. The surface is coated with a ceramic-
infused finish that resists algae, moss, and fading.

DaVinci offers two main shake profiles that | see specified most often. The DaVinci Bellaforte
is their classic shake, designed to replicate hand-split cedar. It has a thicker butt edge and
deeper texture, which creates strong shadow lines on the roof. The DaVinci Spartan is a more
refined shape, with cleaner edges and a slightly more uniform appearance. Both carry the
Class 4 impact rating and the Class A fire rating. Both are backed by the same 50-year
warranty. So the choice comes down to aesthetic preference and the architectural style of the
house.

Installation Matters as Much as the Material

A synthetic shake roof is only as good as the person installing it. These are not asphalt
shingles you can nail up in an afternoon. The interlocking system, the proper nailing pattern,
the flashing details around valleys and penetrations - all of that has to be done correctly to
achieve a weathertight seal. That is why working with a roofing contractor who has specific
experience with synthetic shake systems is critical. | have seen roofs fail not because the
material was bad, but because the installer treated it like standard shingles.

In Austin, Austin Roofing Company is one of the contractors that specializes in this type of
installation. They are an authorized installer for DaVinci Roofscapes, which means their crews
have been trained on the manufacturer's specific methods. That training covers everything
from proper underlayment to the correct fastener type and spacing. It also means the warranty
stays valid. Many manufacturers require certified installation to honor the 50-year warranty and
high wind warranty. If you hire a general roofer who has never installed synthetic shakes, you
risk voiding that coverage.

The climate in Texas also affects installation decisions. In central Texas, we get wide
temperature swings and intense UV. The underlayment needs to handle heat buildup in the
attic. The shakes need room to expand and contract without buckling. A good contractor will
account for those factors during the layout and fastening. They will also make sure the roof



deck is properly ventilated, which extends the life of both the shakes and the structure
underneath.

Cost vs. Value: Where Synthetic Shakes Make Sense

There is no getting around the fact that a synthetic cedar shake roof costs more upfront than

asphalt shingles or even some premium metal panels. But the value shows up over time.
Natural cedar shakes need to be treated, cleaned, and often replaced in sections within 15 to
20 years. Synthetic shakes, with their impact-resistant roofing construction, can easily last 50
years with minimal maintenance. You are essentially buying one roof for the life of your home,
rather than two or three natural wood roofs.

There is also the insurance angle. Homes with Class 4 impact-rated and Class A fire-rated
roofing materials can sometimes qualify for lower premiums, especially in wildfire-prone areas
or regions with frequent hail. It is worth asking your agent about discounts. And if you ever sell
the house, a roof with a transferable 50-year warranty is a strong selling point. Buyers
understand the difference between a roof that needs replacement in a decade and one that is
essentially set for life.

Comparing Synthetic Slate and Synthetic Shake

If you are looking at synthetic roofing, you will also encounter synthetic slate. Slate has a
different aesthetic - more formal, more geometric, with cleaner lines. Shake is warmer and
more rustic. The materials and performance are similar: both use the same polyurethane and
fiberglass construction, both carry the Class 4 impact rating, and both come with the same
warranty. The decision really comes down to the architectural style of the house and the
neighborhood context. A modern farmhouse or a craftsman bungalow tends to look best with
shakes. A French country or Tudor revival might suit slate better.

Some manufacturers offer both profiles in the same color palette, so you can even mix them
on the same roof for accent areas like gables or dormers. That kind of flexibility is hard to
achieve with natural stone or wood. And because the material is consistent, the transitions
between different profiles stay clean and weathertight.

Real-World Performance in Austin

| have seen synthetic shakes on homes in the Hill Country and around West Austin that have
been up for over a decade. They still look close to new. The color has not faded noticeably, and
there is no curling or cracking at the edges. Compare that to natural cedar shakes on a house
down the street that already show splitting and moss growth after eight years. The difference
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is night and day. The synthetic shakes shed water better, and they do not support biological
growth because the surface is non-porous.

One thing to keep in mind is that synthetic shakes are heavier than asphalt shingles but lighter
than concrete tile. That means the roof structure usually does not need reinforcement, but you
still want a contractor who understands the load calculations. A good roofer will check the
deck condition and make sure the framing is adequate before starting. That is especially
important in older homes where the original roof was designed for lighter materials.

Maintenance and Long-Term Care

Maintenance for a synthetic cedar shake roof is minimal. You do not need to treat it with
preservatives or sealants. You do not need to replace damaged shakes every few years. The
main thing is to keep the roof clean of debris, especially in valleys and around chimneys, where
leaves and pine needles can hold moisture. A gentle rinse with a garden hose once a year is
usually enough. Avoid pressure washing, which can drive water under the overlaps. And trim
overhanging branches to reduce shade and leaf accumulation.

If a shake ever does get damaged - say, from a fallen tree limb - individual shakes can be
replaced without removing large sections of the roof. The interlocking design means you slide
the new shake into place and secure it with the same fastening method used in the original
installation. That is one area where synthetic shakes have a real advantage over standing seam
metal or tile, which often require removing multiple panels to replace a single damaged piece.

Ultimately, a synthetic cedar shake roof is a premium product that makes sense for
homeowners who want the timeless look of cedar without the maintenance burden. It is not
the cheapest option, but it is one of the most durable. And when you factor in the warranty, the
impact resistance, and the fire safety, it is hard to argue against it for a primary residence in a
climate like Austin's. If you are in Austin or anywhere in central Texas, it is worth talking to a
contractor who has installed these systems before and can walk you through the specific
products and costs for your home.



