
Huntington, NY Roof Repair: Chimney and Skylight Leak Solutions

Chimneys and skylights add charm, function, and natural light to homes and businesses across Huntington, but
they also represent two of the most leak-prone areas of any roof system. If you’ve noticed water stains, musty
odors, roofing company near me City Island Roofing or damp insulation around these features, timely action can
prevent minor issues from turning into major structural repairs. This guide explains why chimney and skylight
leaks happen, how to spot them early, and the professional solutions a Roofing contractor Huntington NY will
use to restore a watertight seal—whether you’re managing a historic residential property or a busy commercial
facility.

Why Chimney and Skylight Leaks Are So Common

Complex transitions: Both chimneys and skylights interrupt the plane of the roof, creating seams, corners,
and penetrations that require precise flashing and sealants.

Weather in Huntington: Nor’easters, freeze-thaw cycles, and coastal winds can degrade flashing, mortar, and
shingles. Salt-laden air accelerates corrosion of metal components.

Aging materials: Older mortar joints, cracked chimney crowns, dried-out sealants, and brittle shingles can fail
gradually before obvious leaks appear.

Installation errors: Skylight curbs set too low, missing step flashing around chimneys, or improper
underlayment can cause chronic leaks even on newer roofs.

Common Signs You Have a Leak

Interior water stains near skylight wells or along the wall adjoining a chimney chase

Peeling paint, bubbling drywall, or musty smells in upper floors or attics

Drips during heavy rain or after snowmelt

Damp insulation or visible daylight around skylight frames

Efflorescence, spalling brick, or crumbling mortar on the chimney exterior

Professional Inspection Process When you call a Licensed roofing contractor Huntington NY for Huntington NY
roof repair, expect a methodical approach:

1. Exterior assessment: Visual check of shingles, flashing, counter-flashing, mortar joints, skylight glazing, curb
height, and drainage.

2. Water testing: Targeted spray testing to pinpoint intrusion at seams, corners, or fasteners.

3. Attic evaluation: Inspection of decking, underlayment, vents, and insulation for moisture pathways.

4. Documentation: Photos, a written scope of work, and—if needed—temporary mitigation as part of
Emergency roofing services Huntington NY during active leaks.

Chimney Leak Solutions

Flashing and counter-flashing replacement: Step flashing should be interwoven with each shingle course, and
counter-flashing must be cut into mortar joints (reglets), not just surface-sealed. Stainless or galvanized steel
is typical; copper is a premium choice.

Cricket (saddle) installation: For wider chimneys on pitched roofs, a cricket redirects water and snow. This is
essential to reduce standing water and ice dams.

Repointing and sealing: Deteriorated mortar joints are ground out and repointed; porous masonry can be
treated with a breathable water repellent. The chimney crown should be repaired or recast with proper
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overhang and drip edges.

Flue and cap upgrades: A properly sized cap with a screen prevents rain entry and wildlife intrusion, reducing
moisture that can travel down the flue and into the chase.

Skylight Leak Solutions

Flashing kit replacement: Manufacturer-specific flashing kits are crucial; universal kits often fail prematurely.
Proper step and head flashing integrates with shingles and underlayment to shed water, not trap it.

Curb height and ice/water shield: Skylight curbs should stand high enough above the roof surface, with self-
adhering membrane run up the curb and under adjacent roofing.

Sealant and gasket renewal: Perimeter seals, weep channels, and glazing gaskets are inspected and replaced
if brittle. Avoid relying on caulk alone as a fix.

Skylight replacement: If the unit is older or the glazing seal has failed (fogging/condensation between panes),
replacement is more cost-effective than repeated patching. This is often paired with Roof replacement
Huntington NY for best results.

Material and System Considerations

Asphalt shingle roofing Huntington NY: Most local homes use architectural shingles. Correct shingle
exposure, nailed patterns, and underlayment around penetrations determine leak resistance more than
shingle brand alone.

Low-slope commercial roofs: For Commercial roofing Huntington NY, chimneys and rooftop structures
require custom-fabricated membranes and welded seams. Skylights on EPDM, TPO, or modified bitumen
systems demand manufacturer-approved curb details and reinforced flashing.

Ventilation and insulation: Proper attic ventilation reduces ice dams around chimneys and skylights by
maintaining a cold roof deck. Balanced intake and exhaust, plus sealed air barriers, are key.

Repair vs. Replacement

Isolated flashing failure with otherwise healthy shingles can usually be repaired.

Multiple leak points, extensive deck rot, or shingles past service life indicate a broader solution—often partial
or full Roof replacement Huntington NY.

For aging skylights (15–20+ years), proactive replacement during reroofing prevents future leaks and
eliminates a second labor mobilization.

What to Expect from Local roofers in Huntington NY

Code-compliant details: Step and counter-flashing cut into mortar, ice and water shield at all penetrations,
and properly lapped membranes for low-slope areas.

Weather-aware scheduling: Work sequenced around storms; temporary coverings available through
Emergency roofing services Huntington NY if needed.

Clear pricing and options: A reputable and Affordable roofing company Huntington NY will offer good-
better-best options (materials, warranties, skylight models) and explain lifecycle costs.

Warranty support: Workmanship warranties should complement manufacturer warranties. Keep all
documentation for insurance or resale purposes.

Preventive Maintenance Tips

Annual roof checkups: Especially after heavy storms or freeze-thaw cycles.

Clean gutters and valleys: Reduce overflow near chimneys and skylights.



Trim overhanging branches: Minimize debris and shingle abrasion.

Monitor attic humidity: Use bath and kitchen exhausts; consider dehumidification to prevent condensation
mistaken for leaks.

Keep a maintenance log: Note dates of inspections, repairs, and product models (important for skylight
parts).

Choosing the Right Partner For long-term performance, work with a Licensed roofing contractor Huntington NY
experienced in both Residential roofing Huntington NY and Commercial roofing Huntington NY. Ask about:

Specific chimney and skylight case studies

Technician certifications and safety practices

Local references and photo documentation

Material choices suited to coastal Long Island conditions

Whether you need a targeted Huntington NY roof repair around a leaky skylight or a full system upgrade, an
experienced Roofing contractor Huntington NY will recommend the most durable, code-compliant solution for
your structure, style, and budget. From Asphalt shingle roofing Huntington NY to membrane systems, and from
minor flashing fixes to Roof replacement Huntington NY, the right team helps protect your property and
investment.



Questions and Answers

Q1: How do I know if my chimney needs new flashing versus repointing? A1: If water appears at the ceiling or
along the chimney line after wind-driven rain, flashing is likely the culprit. Visible gaps where metal meets
shingles, rusted flashing, or sealant-only terminations indicate replacement. If the masonry itself is crumbling or
mortar joints are recessed, repointing and crown repair may also be required—often both are done together for
a lasting fix.

Q2: Can I stop a skylight leak with caulk alone? A2: Caulk is a temporary measure. Persistent leaks usually stem
from failed flashing, low curb height, or compromised glazing seals. Proper repair involves installing the correct
manufacturer flashing kit, using ice/water shield at the curb, and replacing the unit if the insulated glass seal has
failed.

Q3: Should I replace my skylights when reroofing? A3: Yes, it’s generally wise. Skylights have a service life similar
to shingles. Replacing them during reroofing simplifies integration, ensures new flashing and membranes are
properly installed, and avoids opening the roof twice. It’s a cost-effective step recommended by most Local
roofers in Huntington NY.



Q4: Do you offer emergency help if a storm causes sudden leaks? A4: Most reputable providers offer Emergency
roofing services Huntington NY, including tarping, temporary flashing, and rapid dry-in. After stabilizing the
situation, they’ll propose permanent repairs and a timeline based on weather and material availability.


