Why Drafty Doors Waste More Than Heat

When a door is not sealed well, the issue goes beyond a small breeze at the threshold. That gap can drive up

runtime on the HVAC system and make the whole house feel uneven.

In hot weather, the problem can feel subtle at first. The AC keeps running, the room near the entry still feels

stuffy, and the air loss adds up over time.

An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

The Weak Points That Let Air Sneak Through

Door drafts typically trace back to one of several common failure points, and each one affects the seal in a
slightly different way.

The weatherstripping around the jamb is often the first thing to wear out. Foam compresses, vinyl cracks, and

older strips stop making firm contact with the door edge.

Many homeowners focus on the edges and forget the bottom. If the sweep is damaged or the threshold is out of

adjustment, the door can still leak badly even when the sides look fine.

Alignment matters too. A house settles, hinges loosen, and the latch side may no longer pull the door snugly into

the frame. When that happens, the seal looks intact from a distance but does not actually close evenly.

If you can feel air movement with your hand or see daylight around the edges, the door is already wasting

energy.

The Fixes That Make A Real Difference

Good sealing starts with the basics. Replace tired weatherstripping, reset the sweep, and make sure the threshold

is adjusted so window replacement Coppell TX the door closes against a continuous surface.

Not every air leak is a weatherstripping problem. If the door itself is warped or the frame has moved, the seal

may never close evenly until the hardware or the unit is corrected.

Pay attention to hardware, because hinges and strike plates affect compression more than most people realize. A
slightly loose hinge screw or a strike plate that is out of position can leave a door hanging open by just enough

to leak.

The air barrier is not limited to the moving parts. Cracked caulk, gaps at the trim, and separation between the

frame and wall can move the leak path outside the weatherstripping.

Signs The Door Has Moved Beyond A Simple Fix

When the slab and frame are still in decent shape, repair usually makes sense first. Replacing weatherstripping or
adjusting the fit is often enough to stop the worst of the draft.

Replacement makes more sense when the door repeatedly falls out of alignment, shows damage from moisture,

or will not stay sealed after routine fixes. Those are signs the assembly itself is tired.
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It makes sense to look harder at replacement when the door is part of a larger comfort complaint. If nearby
rooms stay uncomfortable and the HVAC system seems to run constantly, the door may be part of a broader

envelope issue.

That decision is easier when you have the full picture. A homeowner comparing repair costs with replacement
options should weigh the condition of the frame, the age of the door, and how much the leak is actually affecting

comfort.

How To Keep Drafts From Coming Back

Once a door is sealed properly, the goal is to keep it that way. A few small checks each season can prevent the

same draft from returning.

Clean the threshold, check the sweep, and look for new gaps after a stretch of extreme weather. Those are the

times when materials move and seals loosen most often.

Do not brush off a door that begins to stick. Binding often points to movement in the frame or hardware, and

that movement can wreck the seal over time.

Better door sealing does not require a major remodel. In many homes, a careful repair, a proper adjustment, and

the right materials are enough to cut drafts and make the house feel steadier.



