
How house edge and return to player affect your
online casino game choices

What do those percentages really mean?
When you browse online casino games, you'll see terms like house edge and return to player
(RTP) mentioned in reviews and game descriptions. These numbers give you a sense of which
games offer better value over time. But what do they actually tell you, and how should they
influence your choices? This article explains the mechanics behind these figures, how they
work in practice, and what they mean for a typical player at a UK-licensed online casino.

House edge explained simply
Every casino game is designed so that, over a very large number of plays, the casino makes a
profit. That built-in profit percentage is the house edge. For example, if a game has a house
edge of 2%, then for every £100 wagered on that game, the casino expects to keep £2 in the
long run. The other £98 is returned to players as winnings. The house edge is not a fee you pay
upfront; it's a statistical advantage that plays out over thousands of spins, hands, or rounds.

The house edge varies significantly between game types. Classic roulette in its European form
has a house edge of around 2.7% on most bets, while American roulette, with its extra double-
zero pocket, pushes that figure to about 5.26%. Blackjack, when played with basic strategy, can
have a house edge below 0.5% at a favourable table, though most online versions sit a little
higher. Online slots tend to have a wider range, with some games offering a house edge as low
as 2% and others going above 10%.

Return to player - the other side of the coin
Return to player is simply the inverse of house edge. If the house edge is 2%, the RTP is 98%.
The RTP tells you what percentage of all money wagered on a game is paid back to players
over time. It's a theoretical figure based on the game's mathematical design, not a guarantee
for any single session or even a month of play.

RTP is most commonly quoted for online slots. A slot with a 97% RTP will, in theory, return £97
for every £100 bet. In reality, that £97 is distributed unevenly - many players lose their stake,
while a few hit bigger wins. The RTP is calculated over millions of spins, so your personal
experience can differ wildly from the published number.

Variance - the gap between theory and reality



This is where many players get confused. A game with a low house edge and high RTP does
not mean you will win more often in a short session. Variance measures how much results can
swing from the expected average. A game with high variance, such as a progressive jackpot
slot, can have a decent RTP but also long losing streaks punctuated by rare big wins. A low-
variance game, like a simple blackjack table, produces smaller, more frequent wins and losses.

Understanding variance matters because it shapes your experience. If you have a limited
bankroll and want extended playtime, a low-variance game with a reasonable house edge gives
you more spins or hands for your money. If you are chasing a life-changing jackpot, a high-
variance game might appeal, even though the house edge could be higher. Knowing this trade-
off is central to understanding casino game choices.

How licensing and regulation affect the numbers
UK-licensed online casinos must have their games tested by independent auditors to confirm
that the stated RTP matches the actual software behaviour. The random number generator
(RNG) that determines outcomes is checked for fairness and unpredictability. This means the
house edge you see in the game rules is reliable, provided you are playing at a properly
regulated site. Unlicensed or offshore casinos may not submit to such testing, so the RTP you
see could be misleading or simply wrong.

When comparing online casino games, it is worth checking whether the site holds a licence
from the UK Gambling Commission or another respected regulator. The RTP figures matter
most when you trust the source. Without that trust, the numbers are just marketing.

Other factors that shape game value
House edge and RTP are not the only things that determine whether a game suits you. Bonus
terms also play a role. A welcome bonus with a low wagering requirement effectively lowers
the house edge on your early play, because you are playing with bonus funds rather than your
own money. But always read the terms carefully - some bonuses have high playthrough
requirements or game restrictions that limit the benefit.

Withdrawal speeds and minimum withdrawal amounts also affect the real value of your play. A
game with a great RTP is less attractive if the casino takes weeks to pay out winnings or sets a
high threshold for cashing out. UK-focused comparison sites like honeycotts.com rate casinos
on these practical details, so you can weigh the theoretical numbers against the actual
experience.

Live dealer games, where a real person runs the table via video stream, sometimes carry a
slightly different house edge compared to fully automated versions. The human element adds
trust for some players, but the RTP should still be published and verifiable. Always check
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whether the live dealer game uses physical cards or a digital RNG, as this affects the
randomness and the house edge.

Putting it all together
When you evaluate online casino games, start with the house edge or RTP as a baseline. A
game with a 98% RTP is mathematically better value than one with 92% RTP, assuming all other
factors are equal. But they are rarely equal. Consider variance, bonus terms, withdrawal
policies, and the casino's regulatory status. A slightly higher house edge at a fast-paying, well-
regulated site can be a better choice than a low-edge game at a slow, offshore operator.

The goal is not to chase the absolute best RTP above all else, but to find games that match
your style, bankroll, and expectations. Understanding casino game choices means looking past
the headline number and thinking about how the game actually behaves in real sessions. That
awareness helps you avoid frustration and makes your play more enjoyable, whether you prefer
a quick round of roulette, a long session of blackjack, or the occasional spin on a high-variance
slot.

Ultimately, every casino game is designed to favour the house over time. That is the nature of
the business. But by knowing the house edge, RTP, and variance, you can make informed
decisions that give you the best chance of a satisfying experience. And that, for most players,
is what understanding casino game choices is really about - balancing the numbers with the
fun.


