Poland Driving License Documents 101: A Complete Guide For Beginners

Navigating the Maze: Essential Documents for Getting a Poland
Driving License

Protecting a driving license in Poland is a structured process that opens up the flexibility of the open roadway
across the European Union. Whether someone is a local citizen or an expat making Poland their new home,

comprehending the paperwork included is the single crucial step in the journey.

Navigating bureaucratic requirements can sometimes feel overwhelming, however with the ideal list and
preparation, acquiring a Polish driving license-- recognized locally as a Prawo Jazdy-- ends up being a simple
task. This extensive guide lays out all the essential Poland driving license documents needed from start to

complete.

Phase 1: Pre-Application Requirements

Before stepping foot into a community workplace ( Urzgd), candidates should collect a specific set of

foundational files. These items show medical physical fitness, identity, and residency status in Poland.

1. Medical Certificate ( Orzeczenie Lekarskie)

Every applicant needs to undergo a brief medical checkup by a licensed physician focusing on traffic medication.

The doctor checks vision, hearing, and basic physical and psychological fitness to drive.

2. Passport-Sized Photograph
Candidates require to supply a current, clear, color photograph.

® Specs: 35 x 45 mm measurements, taken against a plain light background, revealing a frontal view of the face

without a hat or dark glasses.

3. Proof of Legal Residence ( Zameldowanie or Visa/Residence Card)

Poland needs evidence that the candidate kupie prawo jazdy has a legal right to reside in the nation for at least

185 days. This can be demonstrated through:

* A temporary or long-term house card ( Karta Pobytu).
* A legitimate Schengen visa.

* Meldunek (short-lived or permanent registration of home).

The PKK Number: Your Administrative Key

As soon as the initial files are collected, the applicant should visit their regional district office ( Starostwo
Powiatowe or Urzgd Dzielnicy) to obtain a PKK Number ( Profil Kandydata na Kierowce or Driver Candidate
Profile).

The PKK is an unique electronic recognition number required to enroll in a driving school and book state tests.

Files Required to Obtain a PKK Number:
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* Application Form: Filled out directly at the workplace or downloaded online beforehand.
¢ Identity Document: Valid passport or Polish ID card ( Dowdd Osobisty).

* Maedical Certificate: The original file from the authorized doctor.

* Photograph: The basic passport-style picture.

* Residency Proof: Residence card or visa showing legal stay in Poland.

* Foreign Driving License (if suitable): Along with a sworn Polish translation (if exchanging an existing non-

EU license).

Summary of Documents by Stage

To help arrange the paperwork, the following table breaks down the needed documents throughout the different

stages of getting a Poland driving license.

Phase of Process Required Documents Where to Submit/ Use 1. Medical Exam « Valid ID/ Passports Medical
survey Authorized Occupational/Traffic Doctor 2. PKK Generation « Completed application kinds Medical
certificates 1 Photo (35x45mm)e Passport/ Residence Carde Proof of legal stay Regional District Office ( Starostwo
Powiatowe/ Urzgd Dzielnicy) 3. Driving School « PKK Numbere ID Document Picked OSK (Driving Training
Center) 4. State Exams ¢+ PKK Numbers Valid ID+ Proof of test cost payment Provincial Road Traffic Center (
WORD) 5. License Pickup ¢ ID Documente Proof of license production coste Old license (if relevant) Municipal
Office ( Urzqgd)

Stage 2: Enrolling in Driving School & & Taking Exams

With the PKK number protected, the candidate can finally start training. While the files here are fewer, keeping

track of administrative receipts is vital.

* Driving Training Center ( Osrodek Szkolenia Kierowcéw - OSK): Present the PKK number and ID to

register in theoretical and practical lessons.

® State Exams ( WORD): After finishing the course, the candidate books the state theoretical and practical
examinations at the regional WORD (Wojewodzki Osrodek Ruchu Drogowego). Candidates must bring a valid

identity file and evidence of payment for the test charges.

Phase 3: Final Issuance of the License

After effectively passing both the theoretical and useful state tests, the exam center updates the PKK system

digitally. The last action is requesting the physical plastic card.

Files Needed for License Collection:

1. Application for Issuance of a Driving License: Usually offered at the local office.

2. Proof of Payment: Receipt of the main fee for producing the driving license (presently 100 PLN, plus a little

evidence processing charge).
3. Identity Document: Passport or residence card.

4. Previous License: If exchanging an old Polish or foreign license, the initial must be surrendered.

Diplomatic Immunities: Exchanging a Foreign License



Foreigners transferring to Poland typically question if they require to go back to square one. The rules depend

totally on the country that provided the original license:

* EU/ EFTA Member State Licenses: Drivers holding a license from an EU or EFTA nation can generally drive in
Poland until their license ends. They might willingly exchange it for a Polish license without taking
examinations, supplied they send their current license, a translation (if necessary), an image, and proof of
home.

* Non-EU Licenses (Vienna Convention): Countries that are signatories to the Vienna Convention on Road

Traffic permit a simple exchange, though a sworn translation of the license and a medical certificate are

compulsory. After 185 days of residency, non-EU licenses usually must be exchanged.

* Other Countries: Drivers from nations outside the Vienna Convention may be required to pass the Polish

theoretical driving examination to get a regional license.

Practical Tips for a Smooth Process

* Language Barriers: In lots of bigger Polish cities (like Warsaw, Krakéw, and Wroctaw), municipal workplaces
are accustomed to dealing with international candidates. However, bringing a Polish-speaking pal or hiring a
sworn translator for visits can prevent misunderstandings.

* Sworn Translations ( Ttumaczenie Przysiegte): Any file not initially in Polish-- such as foreign driving
licenses, medical translations, or specific residency documents-- must be translated by a certified Polish
sworn translator.

* Digital Access: Applicants can track the status of their driving license production online through the main

Polish government portal ( obywatel.gov.pl or the mObywatel app) using their trusted profile ( Profil
Zaufany).

By preparing these Poland driving license documents ahead of time, applicants can bypass typical governmental
difficulties and struck the road with confidence. Correct company is the ultimate key to a successful journey

toward getting a Polish driving license.



