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Navigating the Hungarian Driving License Document: A Complete
Guide
Obtaining and understanding a driving license is a substantial milestone for anybody living, working, or taking a
trip extensively in Europe. In Hungary, the driving license ( Vezetői engedély) is not just a card that permits an
individual to run an automobile; it is a standardized, highly secure European Union file recognized across borders.

Whether one is a local resident getting ready for the strenuous local screening procedure or an expatriate
looking to exchange a foreign license, comprehending the ins and outs of the Hungarian driving license Magyar
Jogosítvány Szolgáltató file is necessary. This extensive guide breaks down whatever from categories and security
functions to the application and renewal processes.

The Anatomy of the Hungarian Driving License
The modern Hungarian driving license is provided in the basic EU credit-card format, made of long lasting
polycarbonate. It features an unified mix of Hungarian nationwide symbols and standardized European design
aspects.

Front Side Elements

On the front of the card, holders will discover standardized European Union information fields, quickly
identifiable by their alphanumeric codes:

1: Surname of the holder

2: Other name(s) of the holder

3: Date and location of birth

4a: Date of issue

4b: Date of expiration

4c: Issuing authority (typically the Government Office, or Kormányhivatal)

5: License number

7: Signature of the holder

9: Categories of vehicles the holder is entitled to drive

Picture: A clear, recent passport-style picture of the driver.

Rear End Elements

The reverse side is mostly dedicated to car categories, credibility dates, and restriction codes.

Column Designation Description A, B, C, D, etc. Standardized international lorry categories. From (Date) The
date from which the specific category is legitimate. Expires (Date) The expiration date for that specific category
(as medical requirements alter with age). Limitation Codes Harmonized EU codes (e.g., code 01 for corrective
lenses, code 78 for automatic transmission only).

Typical Vehicle Categories in Hungary
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Hungary adheres strictly to European Union automobile category requirements. Below is a summary of the most
common categories found on a Hungarian driving license:

AM: Mopeds and light quadricycles with a maximum design speed of no more than 45 km/h.

A1, A2, A: Motorcycles ranging from light 125cc bikes (A1) to unrestricted heavy bikes (A).

B: Standard passenger cars and trucks. This permits the chauffeur to operate a motor car with a maximum
authorized mass not going beyond 3,500 kg and designed for no greater than 8 travelers in addition to the
driver.

B+E: Combination of a Category B automobile and a heavy trailer.

C & & D: Professional classifications for medium/heavy trucks (C) and buses (D), which need extra
professional training (P.Á.V. and G.I.F.T.).

Security Features of the Document
To fight counterfeiting and identity theft, the Hungarian driving license incorporates cutting edge security
features. Authorities and employers can easily validate the authenticity of the card utilizing the following aspects:

Optically Variable Ink (OVI): Certain aspects on the card change color depending on the seeing angle.

Laser Engraving: Personal data, the photograph, and card numbers are laser-engraved into the
polycarbonate layers, making them impossible to modify without destroying the card.

Tactile Relief: Specific text and symbols on the file feature raised printing that can be felt by touch.

Microprinting: Extremely little text that requires a magnifying glass to read, hidden within the background
graphics.

UV-Reactive Elements: Under ultraviolet light, specialized patterns and the Hungarian coat of arms brighten.

How to Obtain a Hungarian Driving License
The journey to getting a Hungarian driving license depends heavily on whether the candidate is going back to
square one or converting an existing license.

Step-by-Step Process for Beginners

For first-time motorists in Hungary, the course includes extensive theoretical and practical training:

1. Medical Fitness Certificate: Before getting behind the wheel, applicants must go to a family doctor (GP) to
obtain a Class 1 or Class 2 medical certificate validating physical and psychological fitness to drive.

2. Emergency Treatment Course: Completion of a qualified Red Cross very first aid course is mandatory. An
official certificate should be acquired before passing the final practical test.

3. Theoretical Training and Exam: Applicants need to complete a state-approved driving school ( Autósiskola)
theory course (often readily available in English) and pass a computerized multiple-choice test at a
Government Office testing center.

4. Practical Training: Once the theory exam is passed, trainees complete a mandatory variety of driving hours
(minimum 30 hours, covering a minimum of 580 kilometers) with a licensed instructor.

5. Practical Exam: The last step involves a traffic test evaluated by a main state inspector.

Exchanging a Foreign License

Expatriates relocating to Hungary deal with different guidelines depending upon their nation of origin:



EU/EEA Citizens: Can typically utilize their home nation license until it ends. However, they may voluntarily
register it or exchange it for a Hungarian file if they develop residency.

Non-EU Citizens: Typically allowed to drive on their foreign license (accompanied by an International Driving
Permit, if required) for up to one year from the date of developing residency. After this duration, they must
pass the Hungarian medical examination and theoretical/practical tests to acquire a local license, unless
Hungary has a particular reciprocal exchange arrangement with their home nation.

Validity, Renewals, and Replacements
Driving licenses do not last forever, and validity durations vary based on the driver's age and the vehicle category.

Standard Categories (B): Generally legitimate for 10 years for chauffeurs under the age of 50. For older
motorists, the validity duration shortens considerably to make sure routine medical check-ups (e.g., every 5
years or every 2 years for senior citizens over 70).

Expert Categories (C, D): Typically require medical renewals every 5 years regardless of age, and ultimately
more often as the motorist ages.

The Renewal Process

Restoring a Hungarian driving license is a streamlined administrative procedure:

1. Visit a doctor to renew the medical fitness certificate.

2. Bring the expired (or ending) license, legitimate ID/Passport, address card ( Lakcímkártya), and the medical
certificate to any Government Window ( Kormányablak).

3. Pay the administrative cost (usually paid on-site by card).

4. The new card is made centrally and provided through mail straight to the candidate's Hungarian address
within a number of weeks. A short-lived paper document is released to permit driving in the interim.

The Hungarian driving license document is much more than an easy plastic card; it is a safe, formally recognized
entrance to movement within Hungary and throughout the European Union. By comprehending its structure,
sticking to renewal schedules, and knowing the legal requirements for obtaining or exchanging it, chauffeurs can
ensure they stay safely and lawfully on the road. Whether browsing the busy streets of Budapest or cruising
through the countryside of Lake Balaton, being appropriately recorded is the primary step toward a safe journey.


