
The Top Reasons For Drivers Licence In Ireland's Biggest "Myths" About Drivers Licence In Ireland May Actually Be
Right

Navigating the Road: The Ultimate Guide to Getting a Driver's Licence
in Ireland
Protecting irishdrivinglicense a driver's licence in Ireland is an initiation rite for many, providing newfound
independence and mobility. However, the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) and the Road Safety Authority
(RSA) have developed a strenuous, multi-step procedure developed to ensure that every motorist on Irish roads
is safe, proficient, and fully familiar with the guidelines of the road.

Whether an individual is a teen taking their initial steps behind the wheel or a newcomer converting a worldwide
authorization, browsing the Irish licensing system can appear difficult. This extensive guide breaks down the
whole procedure-- from theory test to complete licence.

Action 1: The Driver Theory Test (DTT)
Before anybody can even lawfully sit in the chauffeur's seat of an automobile on public roadways in Ireland, they
must pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT).

Who must take it? Anyone making an application for a first-time student authorization for a cars and truck,
bike, work lorry, or bus.

How to book: Tests can be reserved online via the official Driver Theory Test website. Candidates need to
bring appropriate identification (such as a valid passport) to the test centre.

The test format: A computer-based multiple-choice test covering roadway signs, rules of the road, and
threat awareness.

Test Details Specification Total Questions 40 multiple-choice concerns Pass Mark 35 right responses (87.5%)
Time Allowed 45 minutes Expense EUR45.00

Action 2: Applying for a Learner Permit
As soon as the DTT is successfully passed, the candidate is released a certificate legitimate for 2 years. This
certificate enables them to use for their Learner Permit.

Applications are handled by the NDLS (National Driver Licence Service). Candidates can use online (if they have a
Public Services Card and a confirmed MyGovID) or personally by appointment.

Requirements for a First Learner Permit:

1. Pass certificate from the Driver Theory Test (taken within the last 2 years).

2. Finished NDLS eyesight report kind (if appropriate).

3. Proof of address (dated within the last six months).

4. Proof of identity (e.g., Irish passport or birth certificate).

5. Application fee of EUR35.00.

https://irishdrivinglicense.com/


Note: Learner drivers in Ireland need to never drive unaccompanied. They must show necessary amber 'L' plates (or
'Rectangular L' tabs in Northern Ireland/abroad equivalents adjusted to Irish standards) on the front and rear of the
vehicle at all times and be accompanied by someone who has held a complete, legitimate driving licence for at least
two years.

Step 3: Essential Driver Training (EDT)
For student vehicle chauffeurs (Category B), finishing Essential Driver Training (EDT) is a mandatory legal
requirement before sitting the driving test. EDT includes a necessary course of 12 one-hour lessons delivered by
an Approved Driving Instructor (ADI).

What the EDT Covers:

Lessons 1-- 6: Vehicle controls, moving off, stopping, placing, turning, and traffic management.

Lessons 7-- 12: Anticipation, danger management, sharing the road, driving at night, and speed
management.

Each lesson is visited the student's main Logbook (or tape-recorded digitally via the RSA portal by the ADI).

Sponsor involvement: Learners are highly encouraged to practice in between lessons with a qualified
"sponsor" (a relative or pal holding a full licence).

Decreased wait times: In the past, students had to wait six months after getting their license to sit the test.
While this statutory waiting period remains, completing EDT vigilantly prepares the chauffeur for the
strenuous useful test.

Step 4: The Driving Test
After completing the 12 EDT lessons and gaining sufficient practice, the student is prepared to reserve the
practical driving test. Tests are managed by the RSA.

How to book: Bookings can be made online through the RSA portal. Due to high demand, waiting lists can
fluctuate significantly.

The Vehicle: The car brought to the test should be roadworthy, taxed, guaranteed, display legitimate NCT
(National Car Test) discs and L-plates, and have functioning lights, signs, and tyres that satisfy the legal tread
depth.

What Happens During the Test?

1. The Oral Examination: The tester will ask questions about the 'Rules of the Road' (hand signals and roadway
signs) and technical check questions regarding the automobile (e.g., checking oil, brakes, and tyre pressure).

2. The Practical Drive: Lasting approximately 30 to 40 minutes, the drive will happen in numerous traffic
conditions. The tester will assess:

Vehicle control and observation.

Progression and positioning.

Reversing around a corner and a turnabout (three-point turn).

Hill start (in some circumstances).

Test Result Outcome Description Next Step Pass The driver built up less than statutory small fault limitations and
no unsafe or severe faults. Use for a Full Driving Licence. Fail The driver built up too lots of minor faults, or



devoted a serious/dangerous fault. Review the feedback report, continue lessons, and reapply for the test.

Step 5: Upgrading to a Full Driving Licence
Congratulations! Passing the driving test indicates the effort has actually settled. The next and final action is
transforming that success into a complete driving licence.

1. Send the Certificate of Competency: The pass certificate issued by the driving tester is valid for 2 years.

2. Apply to the NDLS: Submit the certificate along with the needed cost, existing student authorization, and
evidence of identity/address to the NDLS.

3. Pay the Fee: A full licence normally costs EUR55.00 (for a 10-year standard licence).

The Novice Period (N-Plates)

For the very first 2 years after getting a very first full driving licence, the driver is designated as a Novice
motorist.

They need to show amber 'N' plates on the front and back of the lorry at all times.

The lower alcohol limitation suitable to student chauffeurs also uses to beginner chauffeurs for this two-year
duration (a 20mg alcohol limit per 100ml of blood, compared to the basic 50mg for knowledgeable drivers).

Summary of Costs
To help budget plan for the journey, here is an overview of the standard charges involved in obtaining an Irish
driving licence:

Stage Approximate Cost Driver Theory Test (DTT) EUR45.00 Learner Permit Application EUR35.00 EDT Driving
Lessons (12 x ~ EUR45-- EUR60) EUR540.00-- EUR720.00 Practical Driving Test EUR85.00 Full Licence Fee (10-
year) EUR55.00 Approximated Total Investment ~ ₤ 760.00-- ~ ₤ 940.00 (omitting vehicle insurance and
practice vehicle expenses)

Final Tips for Success
Book Early: Test stockpiles can happen. It is smart to book your driving test well in advance, even if you are
still working through your EDT lessons.

Practice Outside of Lessons: Professional lessons teach you how to pass, but real-world experience
develops confidence. Drive in different climate condition, during the night, and on motorways (when allowed
under modern-day finished licensing guidelines) with your sponsor.

Stay Calm: On the day of your driving test, remember that testers are searching for safe, mindful driving--
they do not anticipate perfection.

By following the guidelines, preparing vigilantly, and respecting the open road, getting a chauffeur's licence in
Ireland is an attainable and satisfying turning point. Safe driving!


